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RECOHBtfiNPATtOXS. 



Fma Btv, Thomas McAulst, D. D., ht* Pastor of the 
Prefibfgtenan CJjmrch ifi Eutger area, New-York, 

MR. TOTTEN, 
■ Dear Sie,— The Young Commiinicant's Catechism, 
"which you think of re^pnblishing, is a most invaluable 
work. — I have placed several hundred copies of it in 
the bands of Christians, and have never yet met one 
objection to it. I can truly eay that I have often deriv- 
ed great benefit from it, and am acquainted with many 
who have been benefitted by it. 

I know of no little book of equal importance to 
young Christians — and fls it is free from sectariaiiism 
in its sentiments, it cannot fail to be very useful to, 
Christians of all denominations. Wishing you all pos- 
sible success in your work, I am yours, &c, 

THOMAS McAULEY. 
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In the foregoing recommendation I most cheerfulljr 
concur. 

WILLIAM McMURRAY, D. D. 

PasUn' oj^ Reformed DuUh Church in Market 8tr^. 



From the Rn, Hbnkt G Ludlow, Pastor of the Pre^ 
terian Church ia Spring street, New-York. 

Mr. Totten, — ^It affords me real pleasure to learn 
that you are about to publish a new edition of ** The 
Young Communicant's Catechism." You will perform 
a real kindness to the church by sending forth this in- 
valuable work. — ^The youngest babe in grace can un- 
derstand it. while the long established Christian will be 
profited by its perusal. 

A copy was put into my hands a few days since, and 
I sent it to a young convert previous to communion, to 
assist her in the work of preparation. She read part of 
it in the hearing of a young friend, who was awakened 
^by it, and b now entertaining hope that she is a new 
creature in Christ. 

I shall not hesitate to recommend it to my people. 
Yours* respectfully, 

H. G, LUDLOW. 

April 23, 1830. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m 

From Reo. Samuel H. Cox, D. D., Pastor ^ the Lmghl 

street Presb^erian Church in NeuhYork, 

In the substance of the foregoing, having penised the 
litSe manual with pleasure, I am happy to concur with 
my brother, Rev. H. G. Ludlow. 

SAMUEL H. COX. 

May 14, 1830. 



From Rev. Elihu W. Baldwin, Pastor of the 7th Prssb^ 
terian Church tn Neto-York. 

Most true Christians unite in their opinion of the 
instructive character and purifying influence of the 
Sacramental Supper. But to be rightly improved and 
realized in its spiritual benefits, it must be understood, 
an^i with due preparation of mind and heart received. 
I Imow of no little work better fitted to aid Christians 
in communicating after ^is manner than " The Young 
Communicant's Catechism, by the Rev. John Willi* 
son." Jt will give me pleasure to see a. new edition oi 
it pablisued. 

EUHU W. BALDWIN. 
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JViMift IU6, 1^ MqCartxe, Pastor ^ tfte Canal ttreu 
Pteabyterian Guarch. 

In tiie above i^commendatiobs I most cordially con- 
&xt.j and reeommencl " The Commnnicanf s Catechisto," 
as characterised by soundness of ddctrine, and fervency 
and^^^th of piety. 

R. McCARTEE. 
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THE 
I'OUNG COMMUNICANT'S 



CONCERNING MAN's NATUliAL ESTATE. 

Quest in what estate were you born 1 
Ans, In a wofiil, miserable estate, wanting the 
in^age and favour of God, w.hich nmn at first had : 
and with a sinful nature, prone to what is evil, 
backward to what is good, and exposed to the 
Wi^th bf God, both here and hereafter. 

Q. How came you to be born in this estate t 
A. Because of my descent from sinful Adam^ 
who fell from his happiness by breaking cove- 
nant with God, and incurring the penalty there 
Qi\ whereby he lost alT his grace, and was 
wholly unable to recover himself. 

Q. Ts fallen man left without hope in this 
miserable estate 1 

A, No : there is a noble remedy provided ; 
for though the Old Covenant be . broken and 
dissolved, there is an excellent New Covenant 
contrived, yea, revealed and tendered unto lost 
sinners of mankind. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CONCERNING THE TWO COTENANTS. 

Q. What are these covenants which God hath 
made with man ? 

A. The coYenant of works and the covenant 
•t)fgrac^. 

^. BjT which of these two covenants is it that 
you can be saved ? 

A. Only by the covenant of grace, which is 
called the New Covenant. 

Q. Which is the covenant of works ? 

A. It is God*s agreement with Adam and 
Sve, wherein he promised them life upon their 
Vfstfect obedience to his law, and threatened 
death m<m their disobedience, 

Q. Why cannot you be saved by the cove- 
nant of works 1 

A. Because I am neither able to fidfil the 
condition, nor endure the penalty of it : that is, 
I can neither give perfect obedience to God's 
law, nor bear his wrath, which is due for break- 
ing it. 

Q. What is the covenant of grace, by which 
you are to be saved ? 

A. It is God's gravious oovenant with sin- 
ners in Christ, in which he is pleased mercifully 
to oflter and promise salvation to all poor fallen 
sinners of Adam's rac^, who believe in his Son 
Jesus Christ. 

Q. Who are those that truly believe in him ? 
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A. They are such, who, bemg made sensWe 
of their low estate, are content to receive Jesus 
Christ as their surety and Saviour, and to de- 
pend upon his righteousness and satisfaction to 
divine justice as the only ground of their justifi- 
cation before God, and are resolvedj^in his 
strength to show forth their faith, by a sincere 
h>ve and obedience to God. 

Q. Why is this new covenant ccdled a cove- 
nant of grace ? 

A. To distinguish it from the covenant of 
works, wherein the ground of a man's justifica- 
tion is something done by the man himself: 
whereas, in this new covenant, the ground of a 
man's justification is something done by a suretjr 
in his room ; and also because the surety him- 
self, and all the blessings of this covenant, are 
most gracious and free gifts bestowed by God 
upon undeserving and ill-deserving creatureSf 
who could do nothing to obtain them. 

Q. How can this covenant be altogether of 
grace when faith is required of us as the condi- 
tion to interest us in the blessings of it, and like- 
wise good works to show forth our faith ? 

A. Though both of these be required of us, 
yet the grace for producing that faith and those^ 
works is promised to us in this covenant as freely 
as any other blessing in it ; upon which account; 
this covenant is frequently ccdled in scripture a 
Testament. 
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Q, Why is this covenant called a Testament 1 

A. Because aU the blessing and good things 
promised therein are freely bequeathed and 
made oyer to sinners, as legacies left and made 
sure to them by the death of Jesus Christ, the 
Testat# : and also, in it there is grace left them 
to perform all the duties required of them. 

Q. What are the principal legacies of this 
Testament 1 

A. Pardon of sin, deliverance from wrath, 
peace with God, all the graces of the Spirit, with 
perseverance therein to the end ; safety through 
death, res.urrection to life, and eternal glory. 

Q. How is it that this covenant or testament 
is estabUshed and confirmed to us 1 

A. By the death and blood of Jesus Christ, 
the Mediator and Testator of it ; and by the out- 
ward signs and sieals which he hath instituted to 
be ilispensed to us, with the preaching of the 
gospel. 

CONCERNING THE SEALS OF THE COVENANT. 

Q, What are the seals of the covenant of 
graced 

A. The two sacraments, baptism and the 
Lord's supper. 

Q. For what end hath God appointed these 
sacraments or seals ? 

A, To be sacred signs, memorials and pledges 
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of his mercy to us through a crucified Jesus, he 
bein^ the great surety and sacrifice, to which we 
are directed constantly toiook for pardon, graice, 
and glory, 

Q. Why are baptism and the Lord*s supper 
called «eals 'ci the covenant of grace ? 

A. Because, like sealed charters, they "confirm 
and assure us of the oertainiy of theoovenant^ 
and all its promised blessings ; and particularly, 
that God is willing, in and throu^ Christ, to be 
a God to us and to take us for his people* 

Q. What is baptism "? 

A, It is the sacred washing or sprinkling with 
water, in the name of the Father, and of the Soi>) 
and of the Holy Ghost. 

Q. What doth the sprinkling signify t 

A, The cleansing of our souls from nn by 
Christ's Mood and Spirit^ and our entering in 
among the disciples and followers of Christ. 

Q. Why are yotf baptized in the name of the 
Father? 

A. In testimony of my choosing and owning 
God the Father, as my Father, and the great 
centriver of the gospel method of sahratitm 
through Christ. 

Q. Why are you baptized in the name<^ the 
Son! 

A In token of my choosing and accepting of 
ttbe Son of God as my great Redeemer and Sii- 
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^ iqjLir, in all his offices of Prophet, Priest, and 
liing. 

Qi Why is he especially styled^ur Saviour ? 

A, Because of the eminent hand he hath in 
the salvation we look for : He preached it to us 
as our great Frpphet ; he procured it for us as 
our high Priest ; and bestows . it on us as our 
Lord wd King. 

Q. Why ^re you baptized in the name of the 
HolyGho^t? 

A^ In testimony of my owning and accepting ' 
of the B(4y Ghost as my sanctifier^ and the 
great applier of Christ's purchase to me, whose 
office it is to work saying faith and all grace in 
sinners. 

Q. What engagements hare you come under 
by your bi4[>tism t 

A. To believe and obey the holy Trinity, and 
to renounce the three great enemies thereof, viz* 
ilie devil, the wcnrld, and the flesh ; and to live 
as a christian indeed, always remembering the 
name by whidb I am called. 

Q* How is it that a christian or baptized per- 
son ou^t to live 1 

A. As one that is solemnly consecrated to the 
faith and obedience of the holy Trinity ; and 
pajrticulariy as one that is washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, who will not again venture to defile 
himself with sin, but will study to make Christ 
his pattern. 
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Q. Are you not bound to renew your baptis- 
mal engagements, and to take them upon your- 
self. 

A* Yes, I am; and I da it expressly whmi I 
go to take the second seal of die coyenant, and 
partake of the Lord's supper. 

Q. What is th^ difference betwixt baptism and 
the Lord's sapper t ^ 

A. The finst is to be^ administered to us but 
once, but the second often. The first doth sig- 
nify our spiritual birth, the second our spiritual 
nourii^mient. Baptism^is the door of Christ's 
house, by which w« must enter ; but the Lord's 
supper is the table at ^ich Christ's children 
must feed and get strength. , 

Q, What should be your great design in at- 
tending and partaking of these sacraments 1 

A. That thereby I may show my regard and 
obedience to the author of them, and that I may 
find ia crucified Jesus in them, and get myself 
assured of his love and purchase. 



CONCERNING THB LORD S SUPPER. 

Q. What is the Lord's Supper 1 

A. It is a religious eating of bread and drink- 
ing of wine, according to Christ's institution and 
example, in remembrance of his death and suf- 
ferings for us. 
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Q. When did Christ institute this sacrament ^ 

A, In the same night wherein he was betray- 
ed, and immediately after he had eaten the Jew- 
ish passover with his disciples. 

Q. Why did he institute it at that time ? 

A. To shew that the passover was abrogated 
by this new ordinance, and the Lord's supper 
come in its room ; and also to lay all his people 
under the stronger oMigations to observe and 
attend it. 

Q. Why doth the timaof the institution lay us 
under such obligations to observe ill 

A. Because the command and directions 
which he gave us at that time, are to be regarded 
as the solemn dying charge of a crucified Jesus 
who was going to do more for us than all the 
world could do. 

Q. Did Christ enjoin this ordinance as any 
task or burden on his t>eople t 

A. Not at all, h^t left it as a great privilege 
and precious legacy to the church, seeing it is a 
bright memorial of his djring love, a sure pledge 
of his second coming, and a quickener of all the 
graces. 

Q, What are the elements or signs appointed 
in this sacrament ? 

4. BreiMl ai^d wine. 

Q. What do they represent unto us 1 

A, Christ's body and blood, with all the bene* 
"fits and blessings thereby purchased to us. 
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Q. What is signified by the breaking of the 
bread and pouring of the wine ? 

A, All Christ^s sufferings, and particularly 
the breaking and wounding of his body on the 
cross, and the shedding of his blood to take 
away our sins. . 

Q. What is signified by giving the broken 
bread and poured out wine to the communicants % 

A, God's actual making over and giying a cru- 
cified Christ, with all the benefits of ms purchase, 
to believing partakers. 

Q. What are these benefits here made over 
and sealed unto them % 

A, A remission of sin, freedom from wrath, 
peace with God, peace of conscience, adoption 
into God's family, increase of graqe, persever- 
ance therein, sanctified mercies and crosses, and 
a title to eternal hfe. 

Q. What is signified by communicants talking 
the bread and cup in their hand 1 

A. Their putting forth the hand of faith to 
receive a crucified Christ for their Saviour, in all 
his offices and with aU his benefits, as offered to 
them in the gospel. 

Q. In what manner ought you to receive a 
crucified Christ at his table ? 

A, With much humility, self-denial, thank- 
fulness, and with close and particular applica- 
tion of his offices and fulness to my soul's ne- 
cessities. ^ , 
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Q. What is signified by communicants eating 
of the bread and drinking of the wine ? 

As Their near union with Christ, their actual 
partaking of the benefits of his death, the great 
satisfaction thej have in him, and die spiritual 
strength and nourishment they get from him. 

Q. Why ought communicants to partake of the 
cup as well as of the bread ? 

A, For the more fuH confirmation of their 
fkith, and because Christ said to his disciples, 
drink jre all of it. 

Q. Why did Christ make choice of bread and 
wine as the symbols of his body and blood ? 

A. To hold forth their refreshing and strength- 
ening virtue to believing communicants ; for as 
bread strengthens man^s heart, so wine makes 
it ^ad. 

Q. What were Christ's words^when he insti- 
tuted the sacrament 1 

A. He spoke something concerning the bread, 
something concerning the cup, and something 
concerning the whole sacrament. 

Q. What spoke he concerning the bread? 

A, He said, *^Take, eat, this is my body 
which is broken for you ; this do in remem- 
brance of me." 

Q. What said he concerning the wine 1 

A, " This cup is the New-Testament in my 
blood, which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins," 
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Q. What said he concerning the whole sac- 
rament I 

A. He said, " As ofiten as je eat this hread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death 
until he come.'* 

Q. Do we partake of Christ's body and blood 
here in a Carnal manner 1 

A. No ; but only in a spiritual way, 

Q« What is the meaning of these words, 
Take, eat, this is my body broken for you 1 

A. The plain meaning is, that the broken 
bread signifies and represents Christ's body, as 
it was broken and bruised for his people. 

Q. Js not Christ really present in the sacra- 
ment ? 

A. Yes, he is so ; but yet he is not bodily, but 
"^ spiritually, present there. 

Q. How is it we partake spiritually of Christ's 
broken body ? 

A. We do it when otir souls do share of the 
benefits and fruits of his broken body, such as 
pardon of* sin, increase of grace, access to God, 
spiritual discoveries, freedom from bondage, and 
the like. 

Q. How long did Christ' intend this sacra- 
ment should continue ? 

A. Until his coming. 

Q. Why no longer I 

A, Because in heaven there will be no need 
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of sacraments to represent Christ, he heiog 
ialways there in a bodily way. 

SOMETHING MORE PARTICULAR OF THE NATURE 
jkND ENDS OF THE HOLT SUPPER. 

Q. What further account can you give of the 
nature and design of this sacrament 1 

j4, ft doth eyidently partake of the nature of 
a seal, of A feast, and also of an oath. 

Q. What hath it of the nature of a seal t 

A. It is justly caHed a seal of the coyenant of 
gj^ace; because, like a sealed charter put into 
our hands, it doth make over, seal, and confirm 
to us, a right and title to all the benefits and 
fruits of Christ^s purchase, which arc therein 
promised to believers. 

Q. What kind of a seal is this sacrament ? 

j4. It is a spiritual seal, and of great value, 
seeing it is a seal of Christ's own devising and 
engraving, whose inscription is, Christ loving us; 
and whose image is Chi^ist dying for lis. 

Q. What hath this sacratneht ih it of the na- 
ture of a feast ? 

j4. It is jusdy called a fbast, as it brings food, 
nourishment, and delight, to the souls of worthy 
communicants, the invited guests. 

Q. What sort of a feast is it t 

j4. It is a spiritual feast, a marriage feast, a 
feast upon the sacrifice of the Son of God ; a 

f Digitized by VjOOQIC 



15 

feast of Christ's making, of a strange nature, in 
^hich Christ is both the niasfer and matter oftht 
feast, the provider and provision, the feeder and 
the food : for his flesh is meat indeed, and his 
blood is drink indeed. 

Q. In what respect is this sacrament of the 
nature of an oath \ 

A. In respect the word sacrament was used 
among the Romans^ (from whence it is borrow- 
ed) for a military oatk, whereby they bound 
themselves to be true and faithAil soldiers to 
their genend ; so in this ordinance we in effect 
swear allegiance to the kin^ of heaven over the 
broken body and shed blood of the 8on of 6od| 
and also bind ourselves to be true and faithful 
soldiers to Christ our captain-general in the spi'- 
ritual warfare. 

Q. What are the main ends you have in view 
in coming to this ordinance ? 

A. To keep up the remembrance of Christ'^ 
death and sufferings, to get comitiuiiion with 
him» to renew my baptismcd covenant, to get my 
fahb strengthened and confirmed^ and all my 
graees quickened." 

Q. What are these sufferings of Christ, which 
,you arc to remember at his table t 

A. Those which are recorded in his word. 

. Q. What do you remember of these just now ? 

A. I remember the assaults and temptationta 
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he met with from the devil f the reproaches and 
persecutions he endured from wicked men ; his 
floul-^ffenngs and agonies in the garden of 
Geth^emane; the cruel moekings, huffelings, 
crownings, spittings and scourgings, he endured 
in the high priest's palace, ana in Pilate's judg- 
ment hall ; and lastly, his^hloody sufferings and 
l»^er death on mount Calvaiy, when he was 
nailed to the (sross, forsaken by his friends, de- 
rided hf his enemies, and deserted of God. 

Q. What was the cause of all these sufferings? 

A. Christ's own l<>ve, a6d our sins : For hav- 
ing in his astonishing free love, undertaken to 
satisfy divine justice for us ; *^ He was wounded 
for our transgressions, and bruised for our ini- 
quities." 

Q. Are we not under the s;trongest obligations 
to keep up the sacramental remembrance of 
Christ? 

A. Surely we are, for he is matchless in his 
love to us, poor, sinful worms, having remember- 
ed us in our low estate, and done and suffered 
more for us than all the world could or would 
have done. And, likewise, he hath strictly en- 
joined us, among his last words, to continue to 
celebrate this memorial of his death. 

Q. Why do we need this memorial ? Are we 
in any hazard of forgetting hia matchless love '^ 

A. Yes; for so worldly are our hearts, so unbe- 
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lieving our mindii, so treacherous our lui^mori^, 
and so wavering our affections, that we are apt 
to be etisnared by the world's allurements, and 
to let Christ and his love slip out of our thoughts. 

Q. Is not the freak and frequent remembrance 
of a crucified Christ in the sacrament very useful 
and advantageous to us? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In what respect is it useful? 

M. For weakening and killing of sin^ for melt^ 
ing a hard heart, for overcoming of Satan's 
temptations, for quickening ana increasing 
grace, and for giving comfort in all tribulatioii&. 

Q. What kind of remembrance ought we to 
have of the suffering and death of Christ at his 
table? 

A. It should be an affectionate and believing, 
a mournful and sin-loathing, jet a joyful and 
thankful remembrance. 

Q. How can we both mourn and, rejoice at 
the same time? 

A. We may upon different accounts ; for as 
we should mourn for our sins thatjnerced Christy 
and put him to death ; so we ought to rejoice in 
his wonderful goodness, that undertook to bi^ 
our surety and sacrifice, to save us from sio 
and wrath: and the more we are helped tt 
mourn, we have still the greater ground tt fp^ 
joice and be glad in him. 
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Q. HTow so ? 

A. Because a mourning heart for sin is a 
good evidence of a person's interest in Christ 
and his purchase. 

OF WORTHY ABHO UNWOttTHT PARTAKERsi 

Q. Are all partakers to be reckoned welcome 
ffuests at this holy feast ? 

A. No. 

Q. Who then are such? 

A. Only believers are worthy partakers of it. 

Q.' Who are these ? 

A. They are such, who by faith do cordially 
consent to the covenant of grace, sincerely aim 
to do honour to Christ at his fable, by showing 
forth his death, and study preparation for it. 

Q. Who are the unwelcome guests ? 

A. Thosfe who never closed with the offers of 
the gospel, and neglect preparation for this feast; 
and particularly those who continue in love and 
league with sin, while they pretend kindness to 
Christ, and to renew covenant with him. 

Q. What is to be understood by the worthy- 
ness of those who are called worthy partakers ? 

A. Not any worthyness in a legal sense, for 
we are all unworthy before Gk)d of the least 
inercy ; but only a gospel suitableness and meet- 
ness of the souPs state and frame to attend thif 
holy institution. ^ 
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Q. May not even a believer be guilty of par- 
taking unworthyly 1 

A. Yes, he may, if he neglect self-examina- 
tion, harbour any known sin, or want grace in 
exercise. 

Q. What is ihe duty of worthy partaking, and 
wherein doth it lie ? 

A. It is, in short, to eat and drink at Christ's 
table, with a believing and thankful remem- 
brance of his dying love, looking by faith to him 
whom we have pierced for ealvation, and lodg- 
ing our souls in his wounds, mourning for sin 
that pierced him, and solemnly resolving in his 
strength that we will pierce him no more. 

Q. What is the advantage of worthy parta- 
king? 

A. Hereby remission of our sins through 
Christ's blood is assured, the power of sin is 
weakened, the graces of the Spirit are strength- 
ened, the soul's diseases are cured, the doubts of 
the mind are resolved, the sweet views of Christ 
and glory are obtained. i 

Q. What is the sin of unworthy communJBsa- • 
ting, and wherein doth it lie ? 

A. It is to partake without ducgpreparation,. 
and right ends, or to eat and drink without suit- 
able knowledge and reverence, without reconci- 
liation to God and our neighbour, or without the 
exercise of the sacramental graces, ffur;h as faith, 
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love, and repentance ; or to approach, while we 
entertain any known sin» 

Q. What is the danger of unworthy parta- 
king? 

A. Hereby the guilt of Christ's body and 
blood is contracted, and God highly provoked ; 
and the guilty person draws down judgments 
and damnation upon himbclf, if it be not timely 
prevented by repentance and free mercy. 

Q. Why is a man's unworthy partaking 
charged mainly upon not discerning the Lord's 
body in the sacrament? 

A, Because the unworthy communicant doth 
not consider that the bread here is solemnly 
consecrated to represent tho Lord's body, but 
eats it as earnestly as if it were common bread ; 
and because he puts not due respect and honour 
upon the body of our crucified Lord, here set 
forth ; but treats it as if it were the body of a 
mere man or common ^rson. 

Q. How shall we prevent this guilt and dan- 
ger? 

A. By entering into God's covenant, and ma- 
king due preparation for approaching to his holy 
table,' both habitual and actual. 

OF PREPARATION FOR TUB LORD's SUPPER. 

Q. What is the necessity of making suoh 
preparation for attending this ordinance? 
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A. Because the approach we make to God in 
it is very near and awful ; and the author ef it 
is a holj, jealous, and heart-searching God, who 
will shOTtJy call us to account. And because 
^ we are^sured there is a great benefit by a worthy 
approach, and as great danger by an unworthy* 

Q. What is our habitual preparation? 

A. Our being in a gracious state. 

Q» What is the actual preparation requisite 
for approaching the Lord's table? 

A, It mainly lies in these two ; Examination, 
of ourselves, and excitation of our graces. 
, Q. What sort of examination is needfiil be- 
fore our partaking? 

A. There is a public church examination 
necessary by church officers, that the Lord's 
table be not abused by the ignorant and profane ; 
and there is a private self-examination necessary 
by our own consciences, that the Lord's supper 
be not unworthily received through unbelief, 
impenitency, formality, earthliness, pride, ma- i 
lice, or any secret sin entertained by us. ] 

Q. What things must we examine ourselves 
about before we approach ? 

A. Principally concerning these three: Our 
right to the Lord's supper, our need of it, and 
our actual fitness for it. 

Q. Why about these three ? 

A. Because, if we have no right to it we shall 
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bi^t usurp it; if we feel no need of it, we shall 
but despise it ; if we be unfit for it, We shall but 
abuse it, and hurt ourselves. 



EXAMINATION OF OUR BIGHT TO THE LOBD^S TABLE.. 

Q. What is the right to the Lord's table? 

A, It is two fold: 1st. There is an outward 
and visible right before the church. 2dly. There 
is an inward and invisible right before God. 

Q. Who are those that have the outwcurd and 
visible right to this ordinance? 

A. Those who are baptized, and have a com- 
petent measure of Christian knowledge, profess 
their faith in Christ, and are blameless in their 
lives before men. 

Q. Are all such persons worthy partakers? 

A, No ; but they have such an outward ftnd 
visible right before the church,- that they cannot 
be excluded ; for of this outward right, only the 
church is to judge. 

Q. Who are thesfe who have this right? 

A. Neither the ignorant nor profane have it, 
and therefore they are to be excluded from the 
Lord's table. ^ 

Q. Why are the ignorant to be excluded? 

A. Because they are not capable to examine 
themselves, nor <Hscem the Lord's body ; and 
so behoved in this case to eat and drink un- 
worthily. 
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Q. "Why are the profane to be excluded I 

A. Because they who allow themsehres t» 
live in sin, can have no communion with a holy 
God. Nay, they expose themselves to his judg- 
ments by coming with defiled hands to his holy 
table. 

Q. Whb are those that have the inward and 
invisiUe right to his holy ordinance? 

j4. Those who not only have knowledge, a 
profession and blameless walk ; but are really 
within the covenant l^ a true fai^ in Jesus 
Christ, even a faith that works by love, and puri- 
fies the heart as well as the life ; they are really 
in heart before God, what they seem to be out* 
wardly before men. 

Q. Who are the judges of tins right t 

j4. Of this inward right the church cannot 
judge; but every man is to inquire, examine, 
and judge of it with respect to himselfl 

Q. By what evijdence may a man know that he 
is really within the new covenant and thereupon 
judge that he hath an inward and invisible right 
to its seal before God? 

A. If he can say, that he hath seen himself 
perishing, while upon the whole bottom of a 
covenant of works, and that he bath fled from 
it to the new covenant, heartily approving the 
whole frame and contrivance of it; acceptiiig 
of Christ the Mediator of it in all his offices, 
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auil ^iviug up liimself to be the Lord*8, to live 
for him, and walk with him in newness of life. 
And that it is his earnest desire that his inward 
man, as well as his outward, may be conformed 
tx> the laws^ and image of God. 



EXAMINATION OF OUR NEED OF THE IORD's SUP- 
PER, AND OF THE WANTS WE SHOULD SEEK 
. TO BE SUPPLIED THEREAT. 

Q. What need have you of the Lord's supper ? 

A, I need it upon many aecounts: As, 1st. 
To bring a crucified Jesus, in*a lively manner, 
tjl) my remembrance. 2dly. To renew my bap- 
tismal vow, and lay me under stronger engage- 
ments to be the Lord's. 3dly. To nourish and 
sirengthen my weak graces. 4thly. To fortify 
me against Satan's temptations, and all other 
discouragements. 5th]y. To renew the sense 
and assurance of my pardon, which is frequently 
obscured and darkened. 

Q. What are these things which obscure the 
evidence of pardon ? 

A. Sins, both of omission and commission, 
and especially sins against light, 

Q. Why should you examine your wants be- 
fore you approach to the Lord's table ? 

A, Because there Christ is set forth with all 
his f^iress for the supply of my spiritual wants 
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and necessities ; and it is necessary that I should 
have a lively sense of these needs, that I may 
know what to apply for to this full Saviour, 
when at his table^ 

Q. What at,e these wants you ought to in- 
quire into before partaking? 

A. I ought ta examine these chiefly: 1st. 
What sins I want most to be subdued. 2dly. 
What graces I want most to be strengthened. 
3dly . What mercies I want most to be bestowed. 
4thly. What faculties of my soul I want most 
to be sanctified. 5thly. What oflices of Christ 
i want most to be executed in my soul. 

Q. How may you discover the sins you want 
most to- be subdued ? 

A, By examining what are the sins or cor- 
ruptions which do most prevail in me, if it be 
atheistical thoughts, unbelief, pride, passion, 
heart-hardness, earthliness, wandering, formali- 
ty, backsliding, or any other ; and these I must 
keep in eye, that I may apply to a full Saviour 
at his table for strength to wrestle against them 
and overcome them. 

Q. How may you discover the graces you 
want most to be strengthened ? 

A. By examining which of the graces are 
weakest and lowest there, if it be faith, hope, 
love, meekness, humility, or any other; and 
these I nmst bring to a full Christ at his table^ 
to be cherished, strengthened, and increased. 
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Q. How may you find out the mercies you 
need most to be bestowed ? 

:4. By examining what are my present com- 
plaints, wants, and difficulties; and what are 
the mercies which would be most suitable and 
relieving to me under them ; if such as these, 
intimations of pardon, spirituality of affections, 
liveliness in duty, patience under crossess, con- 
duct in intricate cases ; strength against corrup- 
tions and temptations, deliverance from atheisti- 
cal or blasphemous thoughts, or the like : And 
these mercies I must iremember, to ask them 
from Christ when at his table. 

Q. How can you find out the faculty of your 
soul you want most to be sanctified ? 

j4. By examining what is the power or faculty 
that is least renewed, and needs most the Spirit's 
influence to be poured out upon it ; if upon my 
understanding, to cure its blindness, and en- 
lighten it with saving views of spiritual things ; 
or if upon my will, to cure its perverseness, and 
make it phable to God^s will ; or upon my memo - 
ry, to cure its treachery and weakness, and to 
strengthen it to retain God's word ; or upon my 
conscience, to cure its searedness, and to make 
it tender and watchful; or upon^my affections, 
to cure their coldness to Christ and spiritual 
things, and to fix them upon right olyects. 

Q. How may you discover the office of Christ 
'^'^u want most to be executed in yoit ? 
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A. By inquiring into the case of my soul, and 
plagues of my heart, saying, whether do I need 
Christ most as a prophet to teach me and cure 
ray ignorance ? or as a priest, to cover me witii 
his righteousness, and intercede with God for 
me ? or as a king to suhdue my heart to him- 
self, and conquer my indwelling corruptions? 
And heing seiisible of my soul^s need, I must 
go to my full Redeemer at his table, and say» 
Lord, come and execute such an office in my soul. 



EXAMINATION OF OUR SINS* NECESSARY BEFORE 
PARTAKING. 

Q. Why must you inquire so narrowly about 
your sins before partaking?' 

A. Upon several accounts : 1st. That there 
may be no Achan lodged to hinder the presence 
of God with nie. 2diy. That, by discovering 
them, I may be helped the better to look upon 
him whom I have pierced, and mourn 3dly. 
That I may be more capable to point out my 
wound and sore unto my physician for cure. 
4thly. That I may behold the evil of them in 
the glass of Christ^s sufferings, and be thereby 
moved to hate them and turn from them all imto 
God, and walk with him in newness of life. 

Q. How ought you to manage this part df 
your preparation-work, so as to accomplish a 
diligent search for youy sins ? 
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A. 1st. I must settftne apart for it| and be-* 
fore I begin it, pray earnestly for the illumina- 
tions of the Spirit of God to discover sin unto 
me. 2nd]y. I must think upon the sins of 
my heart and my life, my sins of omission and 
commission, and these both open and secret, of 
ignorance, and against light, and the sins of mj 
station and character in the world. 3dly. For < 
my help, I will read our Catechism and the ten 
commandments, and the sins therein enumera- 
ted, with their many aggravations, and inquire 
how far I am chargeable therewith. 4th]y. I 
will never give over searching and thinking, 
until I see my indispensable need of the blood 
of the Lamb of God, which cleanseth us from 
all sin. 



examination of qur actual fitness for the 
lord's table. 

Q. "What is that fitness which every communi- 
cant ought to have before partaking? 

A. It is two-fold, both habitual and actual; 
and both must be had by every one. 

Q. What is this habitual fitness or prepara- 
tion which every partaker must have ? 

A. He must be a l^eliever, a man in a gracious 
state, that hath the habits of grace planted in 
his soul. 
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Q. What is that actual fitness you must hare ? 

A. It is when a man is not only in a gracious 
state, but in a gnicious frame ; when grace is 
not only in the habit, but in the lively exercise. 



EXAMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE. 

Q. What is that knowledge you must have 
to qualify you for worthy partaking? 

A. It is a gracious discovery and uptaking of 
€rod and divine truths, as they are revealed in 
his word. 

Q. What are those things particularly, which 
you must know in order to partaking aright? 

A. I must have a competent knowledge of 
these five things: 1st. of God in his essential 
perfections and Trinity of persons. 2dly. Of 
man, and his estate both before and since his 
fall. 3dly. Of Jesus Christ the mediator, in 
his two-fold nature, and three fold office. 4thly. 
Of the new covenant, or gospel method of justi- 
fication by the Surety's righteousness apprehen- 
ded by faith. 5thly. Of the seals of this cove- 
nant, and particularly of the holy supper, in its 
nature, ends, and uses. 

Q. Is a literal knowledge of these things 
sufficient for a communicant ? 

A. No. It must be a true, sanctified, and 
saving knowledge. 
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Q. How may we discover if our knowledge 
be sanctified and saving ?{ 

A. We may know it by its properties and 
ejffects, as, 1. If it be experimental'and gives us 
a sweet taste and relish for the truths we know. 
2d]y. If it be humbling, and makes us, like 
Paul, look upon ourselves as the least of saints, ' 
and the chief of sinners. 3dly. If it leads us to ] 
Christ and his righteousness, as the only^ound 
of our hope. — Lastly, If it be communicative, 
practical, obediential, fruitful, and puts us on 
to desire a gr^er conformity to Jesus Christ 
our Head, 

EXAMINATION OP FAITH. 

Q. What is true saving faith ? 

A. It is a grace of the Holy Spirit, whereby a 
man, knowing his sin and misery, and assenting 
to the truth of God's record concerning Christ, 
doth cordially receive and rest upon Christ and 
his righteousness for pardon and salvation, 
according to the gospel offer. 

Q. What need is there fof the exercise of 
faith at the Lord's table ? 

A. It is nee/lful, 1st. For discerning the 
Lord's body, and the spiritual mysteries here 
represented; seeing faith is the spiritual eye 
whereby the soul sees Christ and things iwisi- 
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bie^ 2dly. For applying Christ and his benefits 
here set forth to our souls, seeing faith is the 
spiritual hand for taking hold of a crucified 
Jesus, and the mouth that feeds upon him. 

Q. How may we know if our faith be tnie 
and saving ? 

A* True faith hath these effects : 1st. It sof- 
tens the heart and makes it bleed for sin that 
pierced Christ. 2dly. it makes the soul ap- 
]:M*ove and admire the gospel contrivance of 
salvation, through the righteousness of ChHst. 
3dly. It works by love^ and carries out the soul 
to love Christ above all things, and to do all 
duties from a principle of love. 4thly. It makes 
a man sincerely obedient and fruitful in good 
works. 5thly. It looses 1^ heart from the 
world and all earthly felipities, and carries it to 
things above. 



V EXAMINATION OF REPENTANCE, 

Q. What is the true repentence which worthy 
partakers must have ? 

A. It is a grace of the Holy Spirit, whereby 
we are convinced of the evil of sin, sincerely 
mourn for it, and turn from it unto God, through 
Jesus Christ, resolving to serve him in newness 
of hfe. 

Q. What parts are there in true repentance ? 
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A. Chiefly three; conviction, contrition, and 
conversion. 

Q. What is conviction? 

A. It is a right sight and sense of ^he evil and 
sinfulness of sin. 

Q. What is contrition ? 

A, It is a true and godly sorrow and grief of 
heart for sin, chiefly because God is o&nded, 
and Christ pierced thereby. 

Q. What is conversion ? 

A. It is the souPs turning from all sin to God 
in Christ for mercy and pardon, and to all the 
ivays of holiness and new obedience. 

Q. What need is there for the exercise of re- 
pentance and Godly sorrow at the Lord's table ? 

A. Because here we are to reneiy our covenant 
with God, and certainly, penitent mouruing for 
former breaches and backsliding is very suitable 
upon that occasion. Again, we are here to be- 
hold Christ bruised for our sin, and to receive 
him into our hearts; and nothing suits a broken 
Christ so well as a broken heart ; nay, this is 
what he prefers to all sacrifices. 

Q. How may we know if pur repentance be 
of the right sort ? 

A. We may judge it right, 1st, if we do lay 
the axe to the root of sin, die corruptions of the 
heart and nature, and long to be delivered from 
it. 2dly. If we do hate all sin, and resolve to 
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harbour no known evil, either in heart or life. 
8dly. If we have recourse to Chrisl!fl blood and 
Spirit, for freedom from the filth as #ell s» the 
guilt of sin, and breathe after universal holiness* 



e:samination op LOVE; 

Q. Why is the exercise of love so necessai'j 
at the Lord's table ? 

A. Because it is a love feast, an ordinance 
where we have the highest representation of di- 
vine love to sinners that ever was gifl^n, which 
necessarily requires the exercise of lote in ua. 

Q. What do you understand by the love 
which is required of communicants, and what 
are the objects upon which it must be placed ? 

A. It is a saving grace or spiritual affection* 
wrought in believers by the Holy Spirit, which 
terminates upon various objects, liamely upon 
Ck)d, upon JesU$ Christy upon the brethren, and 
every diing that bears his image, and in some 
sense upon all mankind ; even our very enemies^ 

Qi Why do you make God and Jesus Christ 
different objects of your love ? 

A. I love Jesus Christ as he is God, and the 

same God with the other persons of the glorious 

Trinity ; but seeing the second person is for us 

become God-man, our mediator, and the great 

C 
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sacrifice to jjastice for our sins, in this respect I 
view him as a special object of my love. 

Q. By what marks maj jou examine if your 
love to God be true? 

A. By such as these : my care to please him, 
my fear to offend him, my desire after his pre- 
sence, my regard to his laws, and concern for 
his glory. 

C^ By what marks may you examine your 
love to Jesus Christ? 

A. By the same before mentioned ; to which 
I may add, true love to Christ far exceeds all our 
love to Illations, and dearest worldly enjoy- 
ments: it terminates upon him in all his offices, 
as a prinee upon the wrone, as well as a priest 
upon the c^oss^ in his life as a pattern, as well 
as in his death as a sacrifice, and embraceth him 
as altogether lovely: abo, it prompts the soul 
to have many thoughts of him, and even look 
and long for his second coming. 

Q. How may we know if we love him above 
all things in the world ? 

A. By these marks: If we value his favour 
more than that of any creature; if the loss of 
his countenance affects us more than any worldly 
loss; if we rather displease all the world than 
oSend him ; and if it be our greatest grief that 
we cannot love more. 

Q. By what marks are you to examine if you/ 
^'""i to the brethren be true? 
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A. By such as these: If I love them, not for 
outward or temporal things, but upon spiritual 
accounts, because they are God's children, and 
bear his image: if my love be tct all saints, poor 
and rich, hated and honoured, strangers and 
friends ; if I sympathize with them both in theil* 
joys and sorrows, and prefer their company to 
all others. 
• Q. How doth your love to God's people differ 
from your love to the rest of mankind, and those 
who are your enemies ? 

A. I love the rest of mankind, i^id even my 
enemies, with a love of benevolence and benifi- 
cence, being inclined to wish them well, pray 
for them, do them good, and even return them 
good for evil ; but I love the people of God with 
a love of delight and comj^acency, and esteem 
them as the excellent ones of the earth, the 
friends of God, and the pillars of the land. 



BXAMINATIOIC OF HUMILITY. 

Q. Why is the grace of humility so needful 
in your approach to the table of the Lord ? 

A. Because I am a most unworthy creature, 
and he is a fureat and holy God with whom I 
have to do, and he hath a special respect unto 
the lowly: besides this grace is necessary to 
make me resemble my Saviour, whose love I 
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commemorate; for as he was meek and lowly 
in his. disposftum, so he humUed Idmself deepfy 
for my good. > 

^ a<m may you know if your humility be^ 
of the right stamp ? 

A. By such marks as these: Ist. If I have 
low and mean thougl^ 6f myself under a sense 
of unworthiness, imd be ready to say with the 
][Hrodigal, / am no more worthy to be caXUd th^ 
son ; and with the CanaaniHsh woman Truths 
Lordf I am a dog. 2dly. If I be more apt to 
suspect myself than to censure my neighbour, 
like the eleven disciples at supper. 3dly. If I 
be grieved for the motions of pride aod self-con- 
ceit within me. 4thly. If I renounce all confi- 
dence in my duties, and betake myself entirely 
to Christ for righteousness and acceptance with 
Cfod. 



EXAMINATION OF THANKFULNESS. 

Q. Why is thankfulness necessary to worthy 
partaking? 

A. Because it is the chief design of the ordi- 
nance to keep up a thankful remembrance of 
redeeming love, and to give thanks to God for 
the unspeakable gift of a crucified Christ ; and 
hence it is called Eucharist, or thanksgiving. * 

Q. How may you discern if your thankflftl- 
'^ of thi right sort? ,, .e.,vGoogle 
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A. By these mttrks: Ist. If I account my- 
seUr imworthj of the least mercy, eqkA admire 
God*8 andeserved goodness. 2dly. If I look 
upon JesuB Christ as the mercy of mercies, and 
the channel o( all other mercies. 3dly. If I 
sincerely love my benefactor and study to please 
htm. 4thly. If 1 be oft meditating how to ex- 
pfesB my thankfulness to him, saying with the 
Psalmist, What shall 1 render to the Lord for 
all his gifts and benefits towards me? 

Q. But what can you, or sheuld yoii, render 
for a crucified Jesus? „ 

A. Though all I have be nothing in compari- 
son of the benefit received, yet I should be will- 
ing to render it to the Lord ; such as, Ist. My 
endeared afiections. 2dly. My triumphant 
praises. 3dly. My unfeigned repentance and 
reformation. 4thly. My faithful perfiumance or 
TOWS. 5thly. My zealous actings for his glories. 
Gthly. My cheerful resolution to suffisr for Christ, 
who so willingly suffered for me. 

EXAMINATION OF SPIRITUAL APFETITE. 

Q< Why is a spiritual appetite bo requisite at 
this timet 

A. Becaiise a feast is not rdished but by those 
who have an appetite for it : and it is the hun*^ 
giy and the thirsty that God hath promised to 
satisfy with good things. 
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Q. How may you know if your appetite or 
spiritual desires b^ of the right sort 1 

A. By these marks : 1st. If I be glad of the 
news of Christ's feast and an invitation to it 
2dly, If I count the cost, and be willing to be at 
all pains to obtain soul-food, such as to pray, to 
search, to humble myself, and part with my 
dearest sins. 3dly. If 1 be satisfied with no food 
for my soul but a crucified Christ. 4thly. If I 
find this food very sweet and pleasant to my^ 
soul's taste. . v 



EXAMINATION OF RESOLUTION FOR NEW OBE- 
DIENCE. 

Q. Why is a believer's obedience called new 
obedience ? 

A. 1. Because it proceeds from new principles, 
faith and love. 2. It is performed in a new 
manner, to wit, by faith leaning upon Christ's 
strength for enaUing him to do it, and upon 
Christ's righteousness for his acceptance with 
God. 3. It is done for new ends, not lo advance 
his own secular interest, but to please God and 
to promote his glory. 

Q. How may you know if your resolutions for 
new obedience be of the right stamp 1 

A. By these marks ; 1st. If I count the cost, 
9nd be deliberate in makipg them. 2dly« If 
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they be absolute, without any reBWe for a be- 
loved sin. 3dly. If I make them in a deep 
sense of my own insufficiency to keep them, and 
in a humble dependance upon Christ, my surety, 
for strength. 

CONCERNING THE EXCITATION OF GRACES. 

Q. How shall you get all these graces before 
mentioned exited and brou^t to lively exercise, 
before you come to the table ? 

A. I must use aU the means which God hath 
appointed for this end : such as reading and 
hearing the word. Christian conference, retired 
meditation, fervent prayer, and frequent ejacu- 
lations to God for Uie awakening influences of 
his Holy Spirit; and cry with the spouse, 
**AwaJLe, O north wind, and come, thou south; 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof 
may flow out." 

Q. What ought you to do when spiritual dead* 
ness doth continue, after using alt the aforesai4 
means 1 

A. I must go a little farther in humiliation 
and prayer, and meditate more closely upon the 
sufferings of Christ, and also act faith upon him, 
as my head of influences, for life and quicken- 
ing to my dead graces, and resolve stUl to de- 
pend upon him for needful supplies of lif<^) ac- 
cording to hfs promise. 
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Q. How alight you to pray at this time so as 
ta prevail ? 

A, I must pray with humility, faith, fervcBcy, 
and importunity, as knowing how much is ^ 
stake, both with respect to the glory of Ood and 
the salvation of my soul : I must plead the pow- 
er, the mercy, and free promise of God, and 
merits of Jesus Christ, his beloved Son* 

Q. For what things ought you mainly to pray 
before this solemn approach 1 

A. For these things : 1st. For the preparation 
of the heart, and chiefly for sanctifying grace, 
and a spiritual frame of soul. 2dly. For life 
and liveliness to all the sacramental graces, and 
for the assistance o£ the Spirit of God in all the 
parts of the work. 3dly. For the cure of all my 
soul distempers, and the pardon of all defects. 
4thly« For much nearness and communion with 
God at his table. 5thly . For the Lord's gracious 
presence both with ministers and people throu^ 
the whole solemnity. 

Q. How ought you to be employed upon the 
Saturday evening and Sabbath morning before 
partaking t 

A. Besides the wdrk of self-examination and 
excitation of grace, I resolve to spend much of 
that precious time in dir^t covenanting with 
God on my knees, taking and accepting of him 
for my God in Christ, and ot Christ the media* 
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• 

for in all Ins oiHces, aild in giving ap myself, 
soul and body, to be the Lord's, to be disposed 
of by him in time and to eternity. Also, I will 
make it a partieidar piece of my preparation to 
consider, beforehand, how I will act when I go 
to the Lord's table ; how my faith and love shaU 
then be employed ; what objects I will think of, 
and what sins I will mourn ^ver, that so I may 
not spend my short time there in confusion. 



CONCERNING 0U{1 EMPLOTMENT WHEN AT THE 
lord's TABLE. 

Q. What is that suitable communion fi'ame 
and disposition with which you would desire to 
go to the Lord's holy table 1 

A. I would desire to go to it with a huml^, 
beKeTing, and affectionate frame of soul, having 
in it a mixture of holy mourning and rejoicing, 
which I look upon as a moble communion frame ; 
I mean mourning for my sins that were the cause 
of Christ's sufferings, and rejoicing in Christ 
Jesus that came to satisfy justice for me. 

Q. How are you to be employed when sitting 
at the tabl^, and when beholding and making 
use of the elements there ^ 

A. 1st. I must take a view of the sufferings of 
Christ, both in soul and body for me ; and par^ 
ticularly, I must remember the anguish of his 
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soul, when he lay under the pressure of God^» 
wrath for my sins. 2dly. I must take a view of 
both the mercy and justice of God, and of Christ^s 
love displayed in these sufferings. 3dly. I must 
exert faith in embracing a crudfied Jesus, and 
my faith is to be attended with the exercise of 
all the sacramental graces; repentance, love, 
thankfulness, &c. 4thly. I am to be suitably 
affected with the amazing sights set before me» 
5thly. I am to make tows and prayers after the 
partaking, and before I rise from the table. 

[See the short account of the doty of worthy partak- 
ing given before.] 

Q. Seeing faith is the principal grace in com* 
municating, how is it to be exercised and em-^ 
ploved at this time ? 

A. Faith being the souVs eye to discern Christy 
the BOuFs hand to receive him, and the soul's 
mouth to feed upon him, it is to be employed at 
this time in the most active manner, in looking- 
to Christ lifted upon the cross for healing our 
soul's maladies, in embracing Christ as our 
great surety and ransomer, in fleeing into his 
wounds for shelter, in applying his blood for 
cleansing, and in pleading his blood with God 
for all we want. 

Q. What are the amazing sights set before 
you at the Lord's table, which ought so much to 
affect you? 
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A. They are, 1st. The* unspeakable evil of 
sin, and God's infinite displeasure against it^ 
2dl7. '^^^ inezorableness of divine justice in 
demanding satisfaction for sin. 3dly. The infi- 
nite greatness of the love of God to lost sinners, 
in providing a surety and sacrifice for them, and 
of Christ in becoming both. 4thly. The great 
worth and preciousness of immortal souls, and 
the costliness of pardon, and of eternal glory. 
5thly. Christ dying, and yet, in the mean time, 
conquering principaHties and powers, and tri- 
omphing over them upon the cross. 

Q. What ought you to vow when at the 
Lord's table ? 

A. That in the strength of Christ, my surety, 
I will abstain from all known sin, and make 
conscience of every known duty. That I will 
mind religion, as the one thing needful, and 
make the pleasing of God the chief business of 
my life. 

Q. For what things are you to offer your 
request at this time 1 

A. For grace to preserve my liveliness of 
frame, for strength to pay my vows, for wisdom 
and skill to improve a crucified Christ in my 
after life, for furniture for future trials, for vic- 
tory over Satan's temptations and indwelling 
sin; for mercy to my near relations, to my 
church, and for the enlargement of the kingdom 
of Christ through the woiid. 
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Q. In what frame ought yon to rite and gp 
fsom this holy taUe ? 

A. Ist. In an admiring and thankful frame, 
upon account of redeeming love. 2dlj« In. a 
humble and watchful frame, because of the 
snares and dangers I am still exposed to« Sdly. 
In a believing and depending frame, leaning on 
Christ for conduct throu^^ ^ wilderness. 



OONCBBNINO OUR BEHAVIOUR AFTRR PARTAKING. 

Q. How are y<Mi to behave when the puUic 
workisovei'1 

A. ist. I will retire in secret, and sokiiyiily, 
on my knees, re-act what I was doing at the 
Lord's table ; I will renew my choice of God, as 
my God, and my acceptance of Christ in aU 
his offices, and my engagement to be the Lord's. 
2dly. I ought to pray for the continuance of a 
communion frame with me when the commu- 
nion is over. 3dly. I must set about self-exami- 
nation concerning my behaviour and success at 
the Lord's table.^ 

Q. How may we keep up something of a 
lively frame whc^ the communion is over 1 

A. In cMrder thereto, we must, 1st. Be jealous^ 
of Satan, the world, and heart lusts, that tie in 
wait to rob us of it. 2dly. Learn the art of liv- 
ing by faith, and of deriving life from Jesoi 
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Chiist our head» for maintaining dur tife. 3dlf . 
Stffl plead €ot the quickening influence of the 
Holy S]niit, which must, Hke the bellows, blow 
up Uie fire, and maintain it against all the cold 
blasts of the deril and the world. 4thl7. Delight 
in the company of lively ChristianB. 

Q. How may we examine our behaviour at 
the Lord's table, and discover if it were suitable ? 

A. We may take comfort if we can say, 1st. 
We had there very low and abasing thoughts of 
ourselves and our own righteousness. Or, 2dly. 
We had something of a heart-melting remem- 
brance of Chlist^ death and sufferings, when 
the signs and memorials of them were repre-* 
sented to us. Or, 3dly. We are filled with ab- 
horrence of sin that pierced him. Or, 4thly. 
We went in cheerfully with the terms of the 
covenant of grace. 

Q. How may we examine our success, and 
know if we have get any good by this ordinance ? 

A. We may discern it by such effects as these : 
1st. If we have got any further assurance of 
God's love ; or, 2dly, If we have higher esteem 
of Christ ; or, 3dly. If we have greater delight 
in duty ; or, 4thly. If we have a better relish of 
ordinances and their usefulness, so as to make 
us resolve to hang still on God's hcmd. 

Q. What should be our conversation after 
this solemn ordinance? 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 

A. We should walk circumspectly, and con- 
duct ourselves suitably to the Lord^s dealings 
and dispensations towards us, whether we had 
success at it or not. 

Q. How ought they to conduct themselTes, 
who have got no good by this ordinance t 

A. 1st. They must search into the cause, if it 
were unbelief, sloth, self conceit, or any sin re- 
served, and mourn over it. Sdly* They must 
flee to the blood of Christ for pardon and clean- 
sing. 3dly. They should look out for another 
communion occasion, and prepare for it more 
dihgently and self-deniedly ; and watch espe- 
cially against that evil or defect in their man- 
agement, which consdence suggests was the 
cause of their bad success of the former. 

Q. How should they conduct themselves who 
have got good at the sacrament ? 

A. 1st. They should be thankful to the author, 
and hke the children of Zion, be joyful in their 
King. 2dly. Record what they have got, that it 
may be of use to them in a day of clouds. 3dly. 
Study to preserve it by committing it to God, 
and walking humbly and tenderly before him. 
4thly. Pity and pray for others under discour- 
agement, and be ready to communicate their 
ej:periences to them for their support. 5thly. 
Study to recommend Christ and rehgion to 
strangers, by a holy and shining conversation 
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Q. What is that hdj, becoming conrersiltibii 
T^bich communicants should study ? 

A. It is a conversation ordered aright and 
suitable to the rule of God's word, to the prin- 
ciples they prc^ess, the sights they hsLve seen, 
the benefits they have received, and the vows 
they have made. 

Q. What is it that makes our conversation to 
shine before the worid ? 

A. When we have it adorned with humilityi 
purity, justice, charity, meekness, patience, re- 
signation to God's will, and contentment in 
every condition. 

Q. Are not the best of Grod's people in danger 
of miscarrying after such a solemn ordinance ? 

A. Yes: as appears from the instance of 
Peter and the rest of the disciples, after the first 
communion^ 

Q. Whence is it that we are in such hazards ? 

A. It proceeds from such things as, Ist. From 
the natural inconstancy of our hearts. 2dly. 
From thaf security and self-confidence we are 
prone to, after favour received from God. 3dly* 
From the malice and activity of Satan, who seeks 
by all means to ensnare ^ into sin q|ter the 
8acc§pient, that he may thereby exceedingly 
widen the breach betwixt God and us. 

Q. How shaU we prevent backsliding and 
yielding to Satan's temptations after the sacra- 
ment? DWTzed by Google 
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A. lit We must labour to preserve a warm 
sense of the love of Christ in our souls. Sdly. 
Maintain an everlasting jealousy over our 
treacherous hearts, and never trust them at any 
time. 3dly. Keep Christ, our ascended fore- 
runner, full in our eye, and beware of losing 
sight or thought of him. 4thly. We must com- 
mit our souls, by humble and believing "prayer, 
into the hands of God's power, and mercy, as 
the child doth itself into the nurse's arms. 
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QUESTIONS FOR SELF-EXAMINATION, 

Proper for Young CommunicaBts in examining the state 
and condition of their souls in secret, before Uu^y ap- 
proach unto the Lord's Table : the which, if they can 
answer in the afi&rmative, or some few of them, they 
have ground to hope they are in a gracious state, aud 
have a right before God to this sealing ordinance. 

1. Can I say that I am deeply affected about 
mytsoul, and my eternal state, so that mj great 
and leading question is. What must I do to be 
saved 1 

2. Have I been spiritually enlightened to see 
the depravity of my nature, and the sinfulness 
of my heart and life^ so as to foe convinced that 
I am all as an unclean thing before God ? 

3. Have I been made to see sin as the great- 
est evil, and feel it as the greatest burden in the 
wOTld, so as to account deliverance from it the 
greatest happiness ? 

4. Is my spirit very lowly and humble before 
GocI? Am I truly low and vile in mine owjt 
eyes, under a deep sense of my unworthinesi 
and ill-deserving, so as to cry with the centurion 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest com« 
under my roof: and with the publican, Gii kt 
merciful to me a sinner 1 * 

D 
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5. Have I seen my absolute need of Jesus 
Christ to save me from sin and wrath, to restore 
the lost image of God, and to give me grace and 
glory, so that I am truly willing to part with all 
things for Christ? 

6. Have I been made heartily to approve of 
the gospel method of salvation through the satis- 
faction of Christ 1 And is my soul well please^ 
with the self-abasing and grace-exalting way of 
savingsinners by the righteousness of another ? 

7. Have I made choice of God in Christ the 
mediator, as my God and portion ? And can I 
say, that which moved me to this choice was a 
sight pf the vanity of seeking a rest for ray soul 
among the creatures, and that its happiness lies 
in the eiAjoyment of God, which is only to be 
had tlirough Christ? 

8. Have I a high opinion of Jesus Christ 
1 he Mediator ? Is he very precious to my soul ? 
Have I peen a matchless beauty in his person, 
ill hift offices and fulness, andlhat the fumess of 
the Godhead is in him, and all freely exhibited 
for the use of those that come to him ? 

d* Have I been hdped to close with God's 
offer unto me in the gospel, and to accept of Ms 
well qualified surety and Saviour in his fulness, 
and in his offices of prophet, priest, and king, 
and to embrace him as altogether lovely ? 

10. Have I been determined to resign and 
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surrender myself unto the Lord, to be taught^ 
ruled, and saved by him 1 And have I given 
up all I have to be disposed of by him at his 
pleasure ? 

11. Am I willing to renounce my own righte- 
ousness in justification, ancl my own strength in 
sanctification, and to look to Christ as my surety 
and head for both, saying, in the Lord Jesus 
only have I righteousness and strength 1 

12. Is Jesus Christ welcome to my soul as a 
King, as well as a Priest, so that I am as will- 
ing to be governed by his laws, as to be justified 
by his righteousness 1 

13. Have I got new discoveries of spiritual 
and heavenly things, which I had not before 1 
Do 1 see a reality in a future life and glory, aa 
awfulness in eternity, an emptiness in this world, 
a worth in my soul, an evil in sin, and beauty in. 
Christ and hohness, which I saw not before 1 

14. D(^I seek more earnestly after the favour 
of God through Christ, than after any eajthly 
comfort or enjoyment whatsoever 1 

15. Do I study the things that p^ieasr God, 
dad make for his glory ? And do 1 pre&r M$^ . 
interest above the interest of the wo'rld ocof t^e^ 
flesh? 

16. Is indwelling sin, and the corru ptibn and 
plagues of my heart, my daily grief an d burden? 
Do I struggle and strive against them ^ and long 
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for a deliverance, crying with the apostle, " O t 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 
from this body of death ?" 

17. Can 1 say that I have respect to all God's 
commandments, and conscientiously practice 
whatever I discover to be my duty 1 That I 
dare not omit duty when I know it, nor dare I 
venture upon any sin against my light ? 

18. Can I say, as I dare not omit duty, as 
little dare I rest upon it ? That I see my prayers 
have need of pardon, and my tears need to be 
washed in Christ's blood ; and therefore I can 
find no rest to the sole of my foot, but in my 
cautioner's perfect righteousness % 

19. Can I say, I am truly grieved in heart for 
sin that pierced Christ, and am ready to put a 
bill of divorce into the hand of every lust ; yea, 
the most beloved idol, resolving never to give 
harbour to any of these traitors or enemies of 
my Lord ? 

20. Can I say that I love Christ with my 
heart, and that I can appeal to himsielf for the 
truth and reality of it, though it be but weak ; 
and that it is my great grief that I cannot love 
him more % 

21. Can I say, that I breathe after greater 
conformity to God, both in heart and in life, and 
that T desire heart holiness more than any tem- 
poral thing whatsoever : and that I cry out with 
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the Psalmist, " O that my ways were directed to 
keep thy statutes ?'* 

^. Can I say that I am truly desirous of con- 
verse and fellowship with God in the duties of 
reli^on, and that I look upon that prayer, that 
sermon, that Sahbath, as lost, where I find no- 
thing of his gracious presence ? 

Now, let young communicants retire in secret 
for putting these questions to their souls, as in 
the presence of God, and let them waft till con- 
science give answer to them ; but see that they 
do this when they are in the best frame. 
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PROPOSAL FOR YOUNG COMJVfUNICANTS. 



Their express renewing the baptisfflal engagements, be- 
fore their first admission to the Lord^s Table ; which 
practice might be much for edification, especially if 
duly mai^aged, and done irith some solemnity before* 
witnesses, snch as minbters, elders, and other young 
persons. 

Q. What moves you. to seek access to the 
Lord's table t 

A. The Lord's command, and because I de- 
sire to renfiw my baptismal engagements, and 
declare myself a christian by my own free 
choice and consent, and would Join myself unto 
the Lord by my own voluntary act and deed. 

Q. Why do you desire to do so ? 

A. Because when 1 got the first s^ of the 
covenant, to wit, baptism, I knew not what was 
done for me, nor was I capable of consent to 
my parent's deed ; but now, when I am come 
to some knowledge and capacity, I am willing 
to declare that I make religion my free choice 
and reasonable service. 

Q. Why do you come so early X Will it not 
be soon enough to mind religion in old age ? 

A. No : for besides that I may die young, 
♦i»ose who neglect religion, and give up them-' 
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selves to the world or the flesh in their youth* 
do fall into hardness of heatt^ from which few 
recover. 

Q. What is the most proper season to seek 
acquaintance with Christ and religion ? 

A. The time of youth ; because in this age 
the heart is more easily melted, and the habits 
of vice are not so riveted as afterwards ; and 
because God has a special dehght in ^ariy pietp 

Q. What views have you got then of your 
natural state and condition ? 

A. I do see it to be a most sinful and wretch- 
ed and helpless case : I am condemned to per- 
ish under a load of guilt and wrath, having broke 
the covenant of works, which I cannot fulfil : 
offended the justice of God, which I cannot sat- 
isfy ; and Idst the image of God and my precious 
soul, which I cannot recover^ O ! what shall I 
do to be saved 1 

Q. To whom do you look for relief ? 

A. Only to Jesus Christ, who hath in his free 
love to lost sinners, undertaken as surety and 
mediat(M- in the new covenant, which is exhibit- 
ed and sealed to behevers at the Lord's table. 

Q. What views have you got of that covenant 
which is there seeded ? 

A. I see the way of salvation laid down in it 
through the suretyship and righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, to be an excellent contrivance, well 
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ordered in all things, and sure : I look upon it 
as a device every way worthy of God, and of 
infinite wisdom ; and I do heartily approve of it, 
consent to it, and desire to come jand venture 
my soul apd everlasting salvation upon it. 

Q. What think you of the love of God, that 
was the spring of this new covenant ? . 

A. I view it as wonderful and amazing. I 
admire the love c^ the Father, in contriving and 
sending his beloved Son to execute it. I admire 
the love of the Son of God, in undertaking to be 
a surety and sacrifice f<wr lost sinners of Aiiam*s 
race, when the sinning angels were past by and 
left to perish for ever. And I admire the love 
of the Holy Ghost, in undertaking to apply that 
redemption to lost sinners, by working in them 
conviction, conversion, and faith in Jesus Christ. 

Q. With what frame and disposition do you 
come to renew your baptismal covenant? 

A. I desire to be sensible of my guilt in break- 
ing this covenant, in mx^gaia^ away from Christ's 
cblours, p going over to Satan's camp, and in 
standing so long out against Christ's calls and 
offers; and I desire now to return to the Lord 
as a penitent prodigal and a mourning backslider, 
with my face Zioniyard, weeping as I go, wilUng 
to renew my baptismal vows wkh others, saying. 
Come let us join ourselves to the Lord, in an 
everlasting covenant, never to be forgotten* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



57 

And, in a word, I desire to go to a broken Christ 
with a broken heart. 

Q. What is that baptismal vow or cQvenant 
which you design to renew? 

A. According to my engagement and dedica* 
tion in baptism, I desire expressly to own and 
acknowledge the only living and true God as 
my God in Christ, as he oners himself in the 
covenant of grace ; and to give up myself soul 
and body to him, to be for him, and not for 
another. And I design in the most solemn 
manner, to go and renounce all the enemies of 
the Holy Trinity, to wit, the devil, the world 
and the flesh: and to declare my acceptance of 
<Jod the Father as my Father, of God the Son 
as my Redeemer, and of God the Holy Ghost 
as my sanctifier; in whose blessed name I was 
baptized, and to whose service and glory I was 
dedicated. 

Q. What do you think of Jesus Christ, the 
mediator of the covenant? 

A. I think him a matchless person, and an 
excellent and all-sufficient Saviour; and I am 
content to accept of him in all his offices, namely, 
as a Prophet to instruct and teach me, as a 
Priest to atone and intercede for me, and as a 
King to rule in me and over me. 

Q. What do you think of your own righteous- 
ness and strength with respect to yoursalvation ? 
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A. I look upon mj own righteousness and 
strength as insufficient to answer the demands 
of God's law, and therefore I renounce them 
and flee to a sureQr for both, saying, in the Lord 
Jesus Christ only have I righteousness and 
strength. And I am content, and resolred to 
make use of borrowed strength for my perform* 
ing of duty, and of a borrowed righteousness 
for my acceptance in duty. 

Q« How do you like this self<<lenying way 
of saving lost souls ? 

A. I am well pleased with it, as it makes me 
an eternal debtor to free grace, as it doth ex- 
clude all boasting and s^orying in the creature, 
and ascribes all the glory of my salvation to 
Christ only; as it takes the crown off the head 
of self, and puts it on the head of ghmous Christ 

Q. How do you r^ish the ^ngly office of 
Jesus Christ? 

A. I am well {leased therewith, and content 
to take Christ as a King to govern me by his 
laws, as well as a priest to save me by his blood ; 
nay, I am desirous he may come in as a King, 
cmd execute his Kingly office in my soul; that 
he may set up his tlm>ne in my heart, subdue 
indwelling sin, and conquer all my rebellious 
lusts and corruption* 

Q. What view have you of the Holy Ghost, 
the third pdVson of the Trinity, and of his office 
in the business of saving souls loogle 



A. I look upon him as the blessed applier of 
Chnst's purchase unto me, and do accept of 
hiin as such; and I am willing to give up my- 
self to him, to convince, enlighten, renew, sanctify 
and guide me ; and I belieye he is as willing and 
ready to make the application as Christ was to 
make the purchase ; and therefore I desire to 
trust him for this blessed effect. 

Q. What think you of the things of this world 
as a portion to the soul ? 

A. I look iq)on all its profits, honors, and 
pleasures, to be insufficient to suit the soul's de- 
sires, and that they are nothing but vanity abd 
vexation of spirit; and therefore I will never 
set my heart upon the world as my portion ; it 
is only the enjoyment of God reconciled in Chiist, 
that can afford complete satisfaction to my soul; 
and this only I choose for my happiness and 
portion. 

Q. What do you think of the world to come ? 

A. I look upon it, and the things thereof, as 
awful, certain, and very near. I look upon hell 
as the eternal habitation of unbelievers ; but I 
view heaven as the country and dwelling-place 
of the followers of the Lamb, with whom I de- 
sire to join to seek that country, and dwell with 
them for ever. 

Q. What do you think of a holy and religious 
life? 
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A. I think a religious life, or a life spent in 
tbe serriee of God, and in communion with him, 
the most pleasant and comfortable life that a 
man can live in the world. 

Q. How do jou think to attain to holiness 
for hving this life ? 

A. I look upon Jesus Christ as the purchaser 
of hoUness as well as of happiness; as he who 
by his death hath obtained the Holy Spirit to 
effectuate the new birth, and form the image of 
Grod in his people; and therefore I desire to 
come to Christ and his blood for sanctification, 
as well as for justification ; for conformity and 
likeness to God, as well as for access to fellow- 
ship and communion with God ; and I will plead, 
that he may send his Holy Spirit into my soul, 
for producing holiness, and all the graces of 
the Spirit. 

Q. What view have you got of the promises 
of the covenant, and their usefulness? 

A. I look upon them as the ground of aU my 
faith and^ope, and I desire to make daily use 
of them, and to plead them with God for turni- 
ture and strength to perform every duty, and 
for perseveranc^e and through bearing in all the 
steps of my pOgrimage, and I resolve to have 
itecourse to hun in every strait and difficulty. 

Q. As you profess willingness to accept God 
in Christ as your God, are you not also willing 
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to dedicate yourself to him for his use and ser- 
vice 1 

A. Yes, I am willing (I hope through grace) 
to give up and surrender unto the Lord myself, 
and all that belongs unto me, my soul and body, 
with all their powers, faculties, senses, members, 
and enjoyments, to be instruments of his glory, 
and to be disposed of by him for his use and ser- 
vice at his pleasure. 

Q. How do you instruct your willingness to 
give up and surrender the powers and faculties 
of your soul unto the Lord ? 

A. I think I am willing to dedicate and give 
up my understanding to the Lord, to contemplate 
bis perfections, and know his will ; my memory 
to lum, to retain and treasure up his gracious 
promises and counsels ; my will to him to choose 
and refuse every thing according to his will, and 
to comply therewith in all things; and my con- 
science to him, to be his deputy, to accuse and 
excuse according to his direction. 

Q. Do you also resign and give up the pas- 
sions and affections of your soul unto the Lord 1 
At Yes, I give up and dedicate my passion of 
grief to the Lord, to mourn for every thing that 
is offensive to him ; my hatred, to abhor every 
thing that is hateful to him ; my desires, to long 
for his presence ; my love, to embrace and en- 
tertain him ; my delight and joy, to solace my- 
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self and to acquiesce cheerfully in him, as my 
souPs portion and happiness. 

Q. In what respects do you resign your bodily 
senses and members to the Lord? 

A. I give up my eyes, to read his word, and 
behold his wondrous works ; my ears, to hear 
his word, and attend to his counsels ; my taste, 
smell, and feeUng, to discern and rehsh his sweet- 
ness and excellency in the creatures ; Iny tongue, 
to proclaim his praise, and commend his ways 
and service ; my hands to help his people ; and 
my feet to walk in paths pleasing to him. 

Q, How do you resign your enjoyments and 
comforts to the Lord? 

A. I resign my time, my health, my talents, 
my opportunities, my relations, my gifts, my 
interest, my power, my wisdom, my substance, 
my honour, my reputation, and all I have in the 
world, unto the Lord, to be employed and dis- 
posed of by him for bis glory, as he thinks proper. 
V Q. What view have you now of sin and of 
those sins you once esteemed as your right hand 
and right eye? 

A. I see and abhor them as the enemies and 
crucifiers of my Lord Jesus, and as the very 
Hails and spear that pierced him, and desire to 
throw them out of my heart, and to cut off every 
ri^ hand and pluck out every right eye, and 
to renounce all ungodUness and all beloved htsts, 
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and count no sins too dear to part with for Jesus 
Ckrist my Lord. 

Q. What do y^u think now of companions 
in sin and their solicitations? 

A. I am conrii^ed of their folly, and resolve 
never to follow the multitude to do evil, nor to \ 
join them in any of the common sins of the age, 
and steadfastly (through grace) to avoid the 
snares, and resist the temptations of evil compa- 
ny; saying, with the Psalmist, depart from me, ' 
ye evil doers, for I will keep the commandments, 
of niy God. 

Q, What thoughts have you of the people of 
God, and those who bear his imaged 

A. I look upon them as God's precious jewels, 
the excellent ones of the earth, and the mo^t 
desJiigble coiDpany in the world. 

Q. But what do you think of them when you 
see them few and despi&ed? 

A. I resolve through grace, to join Christ's 
little flock, his praying, and sin-hating flock, 
though they be few in number. I desire to love 
them.above all others, and to accept of them as 
my fellow travellers to the heavenly Zion, and 
that notwithstanding of their being despised or 
reproached by the world. 

Q. But what do you think of the cross, and - 
of sharp persecution, that sometimes attend th^ 
ownin«f of Christ? 
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A. I desiie to take Christ with his cross, as 
well as with his crown, and to welcome the 
world's hatred, reproaches, injuries, or any kind 
of trouble or persecution I may meet with for 
owning Christ, his truth and ways. 

Q. What think you ofthe Holy Scriptures? 

A. I believe they are indicted by God's Holy 
Spirit, I value them above all books, I accept of 
them thankfully as a guide through the wilder- 
ness, a light to my feet, and a lamp to my paths, 
and a treasure of comforts and cordials suitable 
for me in all cases and difficulties, which I de- 
sire always to search into and study to be ac- 
quainted with. 

Q. What do you think of tlie Lord's day? 

A. I regard it as holy and honourable, and 
as a standing testimony of tlie perfection of 
Christ's sacriSce ; I look upon it as the best day 
of the week, as being Christ's weekly market- 
day for needy souls, which I resolve to improve 
carefully, forgetting provisions for my soul 
through the rest of the week. 

Q. What do you think of gospel ordinances? 

A. I look upon the word, sacraments, prayer, 
and praise, to be God's institutions, and means 
of coBve3ring grace to souls« I tbankfuUy.accept 
oAthem.as needful helps in the way to heaven, 
and as meeting places betwixt God and my soul ; 
and desire to make it my main errand, in attend- 
ing them, to meet with him therein. 
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Q. What do you think of the Lord's Supper 
(hat you have in view ? 

A. I look upon it as Christ^s banqueting house 
and spiritual f^ast, which in his love he hath 
provided for refreshing and strengthenid^ hi& 
X>eople'ji souls, while travelling through this wik 
demess. I desire to bless God for it, and to ac- 
cept of it as a rare privilege, a quickener of 
grace, a memorial of redeeming love, and a 
pledge of Christ's second coming. 

Q. What do you think of the duty of prayer "? 

A. I look upon it not only as my great duty, 
but also as an honourable privilege, seeing 
hereby I have access to converse with Grod ; and 
therefore 1 resolve, thro^igh grace, to live a hfe 
of prayer stnd acquaintance with God, in and 
tbrough Christ, all my days, and that T will 
. always go to God afid consult with him in all 
cases and difficulties. 

Q. WTiat do you think of the rest of the du- 
ties of Christianity, and of those which the moral 
law emoins ? 

A. I look upon the law, (which Christ hath 
adopted into the covenant of grace, as a rule of 
life to his people,) to be holy, just, and good : 
and the duties enjoined by it to be most reason- 
able, calculated for the glory of God andi his 
people's good. The gospel, which is the doc- 
trine of grace, doth stronglv enforce this law, 
E 
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by teaching us sobriety with respect to oorselveSf 
righteousness with respect to our neighbour, and 
g^)iness with respect to God. And the lore of 
Christ 'doth mightUj constrain us to the diligent 
per^rmance of all these moral duties. 

Q. What do you think of the rods and afflic 
tions which attend the children of God 1 

A. I believe they are fatherly chastisements 
for our good, and that they are wisely atid sea- 
sonably ordered by him who hedges up his peo- 
ple's ways with thorns, that they may not find 
their crooked paths ; and therefore I desire to 
submit to the rod, as the needful discipline of 
Christ's house, and to welcome his convictions 
and reproofs, as well as his comforts and smifes ; 
and to bless him for afflictions as well as for 
mercies. 

Q. What do you think or the life of faith ? 

A. I beheve it to be the most happy life, and 
that it ought to be the daily life of God's people 
while in this world. And I desire to study and 
learn this noble life of faith and of dependance 
upon the Son of God, and to make daily use of 
liis blood and righteousness to cover my goilt, 
and of his grace and strength to enable me to 
perform duty, conquer sin, resist temptation, and 
beiir affliction. 

Q. What do you think of the spiritual waifare 
wliich Chris^t calls you to ? 
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A. I look upon that war as just and honours 
able ; an^ therefore do come in, a volunteer at 
the sound of the gospel trumpet, to enlist myself 
a soldier under Christ's banner. I do for ever 
abandon the devil's camp, and am willing to 
swear allegiance to Christ Jesus, to take up arms 
for him, and to fight against his enemies, the 
World, the devil, and the fiesh, all the days of 
my life. I resolve never to make peace^with 
these enemies, nor agree to a cessation of. arms. 
I will never wittingly rest nor give harbour to 
these bosom traitors, indwelling lusts and cor- 
ruptions ; but, under the conduct of my glorious 
Captain, and in his strength, 1 will^carry oik the 
war, till I attain to that complete victory which 
is promised to all believers in Christ. 

Q. What do you thing of those who are de- 
serters and runaways from Christ's standard ? 

A. I look upon them as guilty of the greatest 
madness, and exposed to the greatest wrath, 
seeing Christ's soul can take no pleasure in those 
who draw back from him ; and therefore I pro- 
pose, through grace, to keep close by my Cap- 
tain, and to adhere to his cause and interest all 
the days of my life. 

Q. In whose strength is it that you engage'to 
all these parts and articles of the covenant i 

A. Only in the strength Jof Jesus<<Jhrist, my 
head and surety, who hath undertaken for me. 
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niid promised to make his grace forth coming 
for me. Wherefore I altogether distrust my owtt 
strength and resolution, and betake myself to 
borrowed strength. I resolve never to trust in 
ipy promise to Christ, but in Christ's promise to 
me, that he will never leave me nor forsake me^ 

Q. Will you satisfy yourself with a public 
profession a^d engaging to these things before 
men? 

A. No : I will, through grace, profess and 
declare all these things ako in secret before God* 
And I will gi^e consent to all the parts and arti* 
cles of God's covenant of grace, in the most 
serious and self-denied manner. . And I will, 
by girace, bind and engage myself to them, by 
entering into secjret transaction or personal cove- 
nant with God through Christ, before I come to 
take the seal of God's covenant. And after- 
wards I will adventure, in his strength, to apr 
proach to his holy table, to ratify and seal this 
pargain before men and angels. 
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Example of a Young Communicant's secret transacting 
and covenanting with God, before his approach to the 
Lord's Table. 

Almighty God, and Creator of all things. 
Thou didst make man at first upright and happj, 
but by the fall he is become most sinful and 
miserable. I acknowledge that by nature I am 
an enemy to 4;hee, a child of wrath, and a slave 
to sin and Satan. I have been a transgress- 
or of thy laws from the womb ; and it is a won- 
der of thy patience that thou hast not made me 
a monument of thy wrath in hell, long before 
this time. Oh ! what will become of me to all 
eternity, if I abide in this state? 

I have heard there is mercy in God to lost 
sinnere, through the blood of a crucified Jesus, 
which revives my drooping soul. O, can this 
mercy reach the like of me? But surely the 
viler sinner I am, thou hast the fairer opportu- 
nity of showing the freeness of thy love and the 
efficacy of thy Son's blood, and if I be a sharer 
of it, eternal hallelujahs will be sung to the 
Lamb of G6d on my account. I d6 therefore 
co^e and cast myself down at the feet of infinite 
mercy, and plead for it according to thy pro- 
mise, through Jesus Christ thy dear Son* 

O, Father of mercies, and Father of my Lord 
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JesAs Christ, I am now sensible of my sin and 
folly in rebelling agsdnst thee and going over to 
Satan's camp. I desire to return as a penitent 
prodigal Ito ray heavenly Father, confessing my 
guilt, and willing to join myself unto the Lord 
in an everlasting covenant never to be forgotten. 
O, Father, I have sinned against heaven and in 
thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy child ; but, happy would 1 think myself if I 
were admitted to the meanest station or room in 
thy family. I desire to magnify thy free love 
and infinite wisdom in contriving a way of sal- 
vation to lost sinners through a mediator, and 
in sending thy eternally beloved Son to be the 
mediatoi* and surety for satisfying, thy justice for 
them, and for purchasing grace and glory for 
them. According to thy command, I desire to 
put honour upon thy Son, and heartily to ap- 
prove of this device of salvation, as every way 
worthy of God, and to fall in with it in all res- 
pects. O pity thy own creature, the workman- 
ship of thy hands ; go over thy work again, and 
upon Christ's account create me anew after 
thine own image, that I may be fitted for thy 
service and glory. 

O, blessed Jesus, I admire thy love in under- 
taking to be ^ surety and sacnfiee for lost sin-, 
ners, and in making offer of thy blood 4o wash 
the like of me. Welcome, Lord Jesus ! I do 
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here disclaim all other wajs of salvation, and 
betake myself to thee as my only mediator and 
Saviour, to be saved, taught and ruled by thee : 
I accept of thee as my great High Priest, to 
atone for my soul, and* plead my cause with the 
Father, by thy meritorious death and powerful 
intercession : I renounce all my own righteous- 
ness and worthiness in the business of justifica- 
tion and acceptance with God, and avouch thee 
alone as the Lord my righteousness : I accept 
of thee as my great Prophet, and give up myself 
to thy teaching and instruction, th^t I may be 
conducted by thee through this wilderness, and 
brought safe to heaven at last. O, for wisdom 
to follow thy directions ! I do accept of thee as 
my King, swear allegiance to thee, and heartily 
consent to thy laws and government. Let thy 
throne be set up in my sod, and all thy enemies 
there made thy footstool. I accept of thee for 
my husband, and consent to the marriage cove- 
nant in all its articles : I accept of thee as my 
captain, and enlist myself as a soldier under thy 
banner, to fight in thy strength, against all thine 
enemies : I go in with all thy gospel terms, and 
am well pleased with the sel&denying way of 
salvation proposed therein. I am content to be 
an eternal debtor to free grace, and that the 
glory of my salvation be for ever ascribed to 
Jesus Christ ray surety. 
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O, Holy Spirit, I thankfully accept of thee as 
the applier of my Redeemer's purchase, and do 
welcome thee to do thine office in my soul, to 
wbrk faith in me to believe the gospel, to bring 
about the change of the new birth, and to renew 
all my faculties. To thee I am beholden for all 
the good motions and inclinations excited in 
them. O let them be continued, and the good 
work carried forward in me to perfection. I do 
choose thee for my quickener, sanctifier, and my 
director through all my pilgrimage : I yield 
myself to thy mfluences and conduct, and de- 
sire carefully to attend all thy motions and con- 
victions, both in performing my duty, and in 
abstaining' from sin : O, work grace in me for 
that effect, and enable me always to study and 
choose the things that are pleasing to thee. 

According to my baptismal vows, I do here 
renounce and abandon all the enemies of the 
holy Trinity : the devil, the world, and the flesh ; 
and T do here surrender myself unto thee. Father, 
Son and Spirit, one God, to be thine, and only 
thine ; thine, and not the devil's ; thine, and not 
the world's { thine, and not my lust's ; thine, ^nd 
not my own. I desire with my whole heart to 
choose and avouch thee to be my God and ever- 
lasting portion ; and also, to devote and dedi- 
cate my soul and body, and all that belongs to 
me, to be instruments of thy glory,, and to be 
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disposed of for thy use and service. O do thou 
henceforth set thy mark upon me, as a child 
bom to thee, and formed for thy praise : stamp 
me with thy image, that I may be distinguished, 
set apart, and consecrated for thy service and 
gloiy all my days. 

r And seeing, above, thou requirest the heart, I 
ao here make an offer and surrender of my heart 
to thee. • ^ord, take it, and form it for thyself; ^ 
make it entirely npw, make it soft, tender, plia- 
ble, and holy : put thy fear in it, and write thy 
laws on it, that I may serve thee continually and 
never depart from thee. ) Lord, I here give my 
eonsent to thy entering in, and taking. possess* 
ion of the throne in my soul ; be therefore cast 
open, all ye doors of my soul, that the King of 
glory may enter in and dwell for ever. I have 
found my heart very corrupt, wicked, and de- 
ceitful, and will no longer pretend to manage it ; 
but give it up to thee, to, bring every thought and 
inclination in subjection to thee. 

I see the world as nothing but vanity and vex- 
ation of spirit ; I will never any more set my 
heart upon it, but endeavour to conquer it and 
subdue my inclinations to it ; I place my happi- 
ness only in the enjoyment of God. I view 
heaven as my country and dweUing-place, and I 
will henceforth set my face heavenward, and 
spend my life here in God's service and in com- 
^ F 
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muDion with him, that I may be meet for the 
heavenly state. 

I will always look upon sin as the enemy of 
God, and the cnicifier of Jesus Christ my Sa- 
viour, and will pursue it to death. I will never 
follow a multitude to do evil, but will join myself 
to the people of God, though they be despised 
or persecuted. I take Christ with his cross, as 
well as with his crown, and I cheerfully submit 
to the rod and discipline of his house. Lord, if 
thou wilt undertake that thy grace shall be suffi- 
cient for me, I shall think nothing too difficult 
to attempt, or too much to suffer for thee. I 
desire to learn the hfe of faith and prayer : O^ 
teach me it, that I may make daily use of Christ 
my surety, both for justification and sanctifica- 
tion, for strength to perform duty, bear the cross, 
aiid resist temptation. I look\into thee to send 
forth the Spirit into my soul, to assist and 
strengthen me for every good word and work. 
Heavenly Father, I take thee for my Father, I 
take Christ for my life, I take the Spirit for my 
guide, I take thy word for my rule, thy promises 
for my encouragement, thy testimonies for my 
counsellors, thy Sabbath for my delight, thy or- 
dinances for my meeting place, thy people for 
my companions, thy glory for my end, holiness 
for my way, and heaven for my home. 

Lord, I have no might or strength to keep or 
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perform any thing I have engaged, but undertake 
all in my surety's strength, depending upon his 
promise, that he will never leave nor forsake me. 
In the Lord Jesus only have I righteousness and 
strength : O Lord, be surety for thy servant for 
good : give always what thou requires!, and then 
demand what thou ple&sest. 

And as an evidence of my sincerity in this 
solemn profession, dedication and engagement, 
I am willing to subscribe with my hand unto 
the Lord, as I am warranted. Isa. xliv, 5. 

,Now I ^m thine. Lord, save me. 



As for those who may incline for a different 
form, and one that may be more suitable to their 
case, let them, for their help in drawing it up, 
bear in ihind these four branches of a covenant 
transaction with God ; Renunciation, Accepta- 
tion. Dedication^ and Engagement, and they 
may enlarge and be particular upon them, or 
any of them, as it may best suit the condition of 
their souk. 

Under the head of Renunciation, we may en- 
large upon our abandoning and forsaking the 
world and its allurements of profit, pleasure, 
b«nour and power ; Satan, and all his tempting 
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baits ; the flesh, and all its lusts ; our beloved 
idols ; our inward and outward sins ; ai\d our 
own righteousness in point of justification, &c. 

Under the head of Aceeptationt we may insist 
upon our choosing and closing with God the 
Father, the Son, Sie Holy Ghost ; Christ a^ a 
' Prophet, a Priest, a King> a Husband, a Surety, 
a Shepherd, a Captain ; God^s covenant ; his 
promises, his word^ his precepts, his Sabbaths, 
his ordinances, his people, his providence, his 
rod, hisxross, (&^. 

Under the head of Dedication^>^e may expa- 
tiate upon our resigning and giving up to God 
our souls, with all their faculties, understanding, 
will, memory, conscience : and their affections ; 
love, hatred, joy ,^ sorrow, hope, fear : our bodies, 
with all our senses and membero, heads, tongues, 
even our ears, Imnds, feet : our enjoyments, and 
all the good things we pos8eiE(i9, such as our 
health, strength, gifts, interests, wisdom, power, 
reputation, substance, relations, time, c^portu- 
nities, ,&c. 

Under the head of Engagtnunt, we mi^ run 
Dut in resolving, promising, and vowing, in 
Christ's strength, to eease to do evil, and Team 
to do weD ; to avoid all outward sins, and those 
which have most easily beset us ; whether lyii^, 
swearing, intemperance, unjust deahn^. Sab- 
bath breaking, &c.; to subdue all inward ^usts. 
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as ptid^, passipn, covetousness, unbelief, &c., to 
perfonn all commanded duties, both inward and 
outward, as keeping of the heart, believing, re- 
penting, meditating, examining ourselTes, read- 
ing, hearing, praying, family worship. Sabbath 
sanctification, &c; of pi^er and thankfiilness, 
the life of comnmnion wilii 'God, ^e life of pew 
obedience, &>Cp 
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QUESTIONS AND COUNSEL 
FOB rOUNG CONVERTS. 

1. Havb you seen yourself to be by nature 
and by practice, a lost and helpless sinner? 
Have you not oidy seen the sinfulness of parti- 
cular acts of transgression, but also that your 
heart is the seat and fountain of sin 1 That in 
you, naturally, there is no good thing ? Has a 
view of this led you to despair of help from 
yourself 1 To see that you must be altogether 
indebted to Christ for salvation, and to the gra- 
cious aid of the Holy Spirit for strength and 
abilitjF rightly to perform any duty ? 

2. On what has your hope of acceptance with 
God been founded 1 On your reformation ? On 
your sorrow for your sins ? On your prayers ? 
On your tears ? On your good works and reli- 
gious obseryances ? Or has it been on Christ 

lone, as your all-in all 1 Has Christ ever ap- 
eared very precious to you ? Do you mourn 
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th^t he does not appear more so ? Have jou 
sometimes felt great freedom to commit yoiir^ 
soul to him 1 In doing ^this (if you have done it) 
has it been, not only to be delivered from the 
punishment due to your sins, but also from the 
power, pollution, dominion^ and existence of sin 
in your soul I 

3. As far as you know yourself, do you hate 
and desire to be delivered from all sin — ^without' 
any exception of a favourite lust ? Do you pray 
much to be delivered from sin 1 Do you watch 
against it, and against temptation to it? Do 
you strive against it, and in some good degree 
get the victory over it ? Have you so repented of 
it as to have your soul really set against it ? 

4. Have you counted the cost of following 
Christ, or of being truly religious ? That it will 
cut you off from vain amusements, from the in- 
dulgence of your lust, and from a sinful conform- 
ity to the world 1 That iJ may expose you to 
ridim^le and contempt ; possibly to more serious 
persecution ? In the view of all these thingi, are 
you wiUing"{o take up the cross, and to follow 
Christ whithersoever he shall lead you ? Is it 
your solemn purpose, in reUance on his grace 
and aid, to cleave to him, and to his cause and 
people, to the end of life ? 

5. Do you love holiness ? Do you love a holy 
God, and because he is holy 1 Do you earnestly 
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desire to be moi^ and more confbrm'ed to God, 
and to his holy law ? To bear more and mbre 
the likeness of your Redeemer ? Do yon seek, 
and sometimes find, eomnkttnion with your God 
and Saviour ? 

O. Are you resolved, in €rod^s strength, to 
endeavour conscientiously to perform your whole 
duty — ^to God,, to your neighbour, and to your- 
selft Do you perform common and relative 
duties conscientiously, as part of the duty which 
you owe to God ? 

7. DoYou make conscience of secret prayer 
daily t Do you Dot sometimes feel a backward^ 
ness to this duty ? Do you at other times feel a 
great delight in it ? Have jdu a set time and 
|)lace, and order of exercises, for performing this 
duty? 

8. Do you daily read a portion of the Holy 
Scriptures, in a devout manner 1 Do you love to 
read the Bible 1 Do you ever perceive a sweet- 
ness in the truths of the Holy Scriptures 1 Do 
yoif iCnd them adapted to your necessities, and 
see at times a wonderful beauty, excellence, and 
glory in God's word ? Do you make it the man 
of your counsel, and endeavour to have both 
your heart and life conformed to its' doctrines 
and requisitions! 

9. Have you ever attempted to covenant with 
God ? To give yourself away to him, solemnly 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



81 

Qnd srreToeaUy, hoping for acceptance through 
Christ alone ; and taking God, in Christ, as the 
covenant God, and satisfying portion of your 
6oul ? • ' 

10. Does the glory of God ever appear to you 
as the first, greatest, and best of all objects? 
Do jou desire to promote the glory of €rod, as 
Ihe chief object of life ? 

11. Do you feel a love to mankind, such as 
you did not feel before jcm became religious ? 
Have you a great desire that the souls of men 
should be saved, by being brought to a geliuine 
faith and trust in the Redeemer 1 Do you love 
God's people with a peculiar attachment^ be- 
cause they bear their Saviour's image ; and be- 
cause they Jove and pursue the objects and 
delight in the exercises which are most pleasing 
and delightful to youreelf ^ Do you, ftom'your 
heart, forgTve all your personal enemies, and 
refhse to cherish or entertain any sentiments of 
hatred or revenge ? If you have injured any per- 
son, have you made reparation ; or, i|| yoii 
ready and willing to make it ? ^ ™ 

12. Do you feel it very important to adorn 
religion by a holy, exemplary, amiable, and 
blameless walk and conversation ? Do you fear 
to bhng a reproach on the cause of Christ? 
Does this appear to you extremely dreadftil? 
Are you a&aid of backsliding, and of being Icf 
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to r«tum to a stale of carelessness and in£ffer* 
imce in reli^on ? 

13. Do you desire and endeavour to grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of Christ your Sa^r 
Fiour, more and more? Ace you willing to sit 
at bis feet as a Httle child, and to submit your 
reason ajid understanding, imfdicitly, to his 
teaching ; imploring his Spirit to guide you into 
idl necessary truth, to save you from all fatal 
errors, to enable you to receive the truth in the 
)ove of it, and to transform you, more and more, 
intaa likeness of himself | 



OOVIIBHZni 

- ] , Remember that these questions are intendn 
^ t;o p<Hnt your attention to subjects of inquiry 
ths ipipst important. Do not, therefore, content 
yourself with a careless or cursory reading of 
them. Read and deliberate, and examine your- 
self c^sely on the questions under each head ; 
and m your heart be lifted up to God, whih 
ypu are considering each particular question, in 
tamest desires that he may shpw you the very 
truth. T,ou cannot o^dins^y go over all these 
i|uestions at one time* Divide them, therefore^ 
and take one part at one time, and another at 
ftijothcTj Put try to go pver t\ip T^}iole in th<B 
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cburse of a week : and do this eveiy week £ot 
some months. When you find yourself doubt^ 
ful or deficient in any point, let it not discourage 
jou ; but note down that point in writing, and 
bend the attention of your mind to it, and labout 
and pray till you shall have made the attainment 
which will enable you to answer clearly* It ii^ 
belieyed that you cannot fail to dee how each 
question ought to be answered; 

2. Remember that secret prayer, reading the 
word of God^ watchfulness, and self-ezamina^ 
tion, are the great means of preserving comfort 
in religion, and of growing in grace. In pro- 
j[K)rtion as you are exact and foithful in thes^, 
such) usually, will be your inward peace and tilfe 
safety ^ o£ your state. Unite them all together, 
and neyer cease to practice them while you live. 
Think often of the diaracter of Enoch, and tiy 
to walk with God. Read Mason's little book 
on self-knowledge, I recommend it as excellent. 

3. Besides the Bible, have constantly in read- 
ing, at your leisure hours, some author c^ known 
piety and excellence. Read Owen's works, 
Baxter's Saint's Rest, Doddrige's works. Watt's 
works, Witherspoon's works, Newton's works, 
Scott's works, Venn's Whole Duty of Man, The 
Christian Observer, d&c. &c. 

4. Do not suppose that ^y evidence which 
at present you may think you possess, of a grtf« 
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cious state, will rekade you iitHn the oeeaseity 
of maintaiDing a constant vigilance in time to 
come; nor from repeated examinations and 
tri«^ of yourself even to the end of life. Many 
marks and evidences <Mr a gracious state ate set 
down hy pious writers ; but they must all come 
to this : to ascertain what is your prevaknt tem- 
per ^d character : whether, on the whole, you 
are increasing in sanctification or not 1 If you 
are you may be comforted ; if not, you have 
cause to be alarmed. It is only he that endureth 
to the end that shall be saved. 

I think it of very great importance to warn 
you not to imagine that true religion is confined 
't# the doset or to the church ; even though you 
a^'prehend that you have great comfort and 
freedom there* Freedom and comfort there are 
indeed most desirable ; but true religion reaches 
to every thing- It alters and sweetens the tem- 
per. It improves the manners. It goes into 
every duty, relation, station, and situation of 
life. If you have true religion, you will have a 
betted "Spirit ; you will be better sons, better 
scholars, better friends, better tnembers of socie- 
ty, and more exemplary in the discharge of every 
duty, as the sure consequence of this invaluable 
possession. And if your religion does not pro- 
duce these effects, although you may talk of in- 
ward comforts, and even of raptures, you have 
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great reason to fear that the whole is a delusion^ 
and that the root of the matter is not in you. 
** Herein (said the • Saviour) is my fa^er glori- 
fied^ that ye hear much fruit, so shall ye ^ my 
disciples." ^ ^ 

6. Be careful to avoid a gloomy, and to cherish 
a chef rfid temper. Be ha^^qfly ohe^ful ; but ' 
avoid levity. Mirth and laughter are not always 
sinful; but let your indulgence in them be 
clearly innocent, not very frequent, and never of 
Ipng continuance. Be very humble. Be not 
ti^otive. Before experienced Christians be a 
hearer, rather than a talker. Try in every way, 
however, to promote religion among your rela- 
tives and friends., Win them to it by your 
amiable temper and exemplary deportment. 
" Flee youthftil lusts." Shun every excitement 
of them. Ouard against dissipation ; it extin- 
guishes pietyT^ Be not disconcerted by ridicule 
and approach. Your Saviour bore much of 
these for you. Think of this, and be ashamed 
of nothing, so much as of being ashamed of him. 
Trust in his protection, live to his praise, and 
you will spend an eternity in his blissful pre- 
sence. 
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SACBAMENTAIi HTMNS* 

L 

1. Lord, send thy Spirit down 
On babes that long to learn, 
Open our eyes, and make us wise^ 
Thy body to discern. 

3. *Tis by thy word we live, 
And not by bread alone ; 
The word of truth from thy blest mouth, 
O, make it clearly known. 

3. With what we have received. 

Impart thy qtiick'ning power, - 
We would be fed with uving bread. 
And live for evertnore* , 



II. 

1. The Grod, that first us chose, 

Th' eternal Father praise, 
What wond'rous bounties he bestows 1 
And by what wond'rous ways ! 

2. His creatures are all fillM, 

By him with proper food : 
But, O ! he gives to every child 
His Son^s own flesh and blood ! 
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3. Here hungry souls appear, 

And eat celestial bread, 
The needy beggar banquets here, 
With royal dainties spread. 

4. Here thirsty souls approach. 

And 4iriDk immortal wine, 

The entertainment is for such, 

Prepar'd by grace divine. 

6. God bids us bring no price, 
The feast is furnish'd free ; 
His bounteous hand the poor supplies, 
And who more poor than we ? 

6. His Spirit from aboTc 

Our Father sends us down i 
And looks with ererlasting love 
On all that love the Son. 



HI. 

}. Suffering Saviour, Lamb ef God, 
How hast thou been used ! 
With th' Almighty's wrathful rod 
Soul and body bruised ! 

2. We, for whom thou once wast slain, 
We, whose sins did pierce thee, 
Now commemorate thy pain, 
And implore thy mercy. 
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3. We would with tliec sjmpf|thize» 

In thy bitter passion ; 
With soft hearts and- weeing ^es. 
See thy great salvation. 

4. Thine's an eYerlasting love ; 

We have dearly tried thee ; 

Whom ha¥e wein heaven above? 

Whom on earth beside theel 

5. What can helj^essi sinners do. 

When temptations seize us t 
Jfou^t luwe we to look unto, 
But tiro bbod of Jesus. 

6. Pardon all our baseness. Lord, 

All our weakness pity. 
Guide us safely by thy word 
To the heavenly city. 

7. Oh ! sustain us on the road 

Thro' this desert dreary ; 
Feed us with thy flesh and blood, 
When we're faint and weary. 

8. Bid us call to mind thy cross. 

Our hard hearts to soften ; 
Often, Saviour, feast us thus ; 
For we need it often. 
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IV. 

1. Sinners, obey the gospel word, 
Haste to the supper of your Lord ; 
Be wise to know your gracious day, 
All things are ready, come away. 

2. Ready the Father is to own 
And welcome his returning son. 
Ready the gracious Saviour stands. 
And spreads for you his bleeding hands. 

3. Ready the S|Mrit from above 

To fill the broken heart with love, 
'T apply and witness Jesus' blood. 
And wash and seal you sons of God. 

4. Ready for you the Angels wait, 
To triumph in your Idlest estate ; 
Tuning their harps by which they praise 
The wonders of redeeming grace* 



V. 

Wexcome, ye hopeful heirs of heav'n, 
To this rich gospel feast of love — 
This pledge is but the prelude giv'n 
To that immortal feast above. 
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2. How great tlie bles^ng, thua to meet 
Around the sacramentsd board,^ 
And hold by faith communion sweet, 
With Christ our dear and common Lord. 

3. And if so sweet this feast below, 
What will it be to meet above, 
Where all we see, and feel, and know, 
Are fruits of everlasting love ! 

4. Soon shall we tune the heav'nljlyre 
Whilst listening worlds the song approve ; 
Eternity itself expire. 

Ere we exhaust the theme of love. ' 



VI. 

1. The Lord of life, the Saviour dies. 
For mortal crimes, a sacrifice : 
What love, what mercy, how divine ! 
Jesus, and can 1 call thee minei ? — 

3. Be all my heart, and all my days 
Devoted to ihy Saviour's praise ; 
•And let my glad obedience prove. 
How muc^ 1 owe, how much I love. 

3. Let humble, penitential wo, 
. With painful, pleasing anguish flow : 
And thy forgiving smiles impart 
Life, hope, and joy to every heart. 
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vn. 

1. Now begin the heay'nly theme. 
Sing aloud in Jesus' name ; 
Ye, who Jesus' kindness prove ; 
Triumph in redeeming love. 

2. Ye, who see the Father's grace, 
Beaming in the Saviour's face, 

' As to Canaan on ye move, 
Praise and bless redeeming love. 

3. Mourning souls, diy up your tears, 
Banish afl your guilty fears, 

See your guilt and curse remove, 
Cancell'd by redeeming love. 

4. Ye, alas ! who long have been 
Willing slaves of death and sin ! 
Now from bliss no longer rove. 
Stop, and taste redeeming love. 

5. Welcome, all by sin oppress'd — 
Welcome to his sacred rest : 
Nothing brought him from above, 
Nothing — but redeeming love. 

6. Hither, then, your music bring. 
Strike aloud each joyful string ; 
Mortals, join the hosts above — 
Join to praise redeeming love., 
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VITI. 

1. Hah , my ever blessed Jesus, 

Only thee I wish to sing ; 
To my soul thy name is precious, 
Thou my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

2. Oh, what mercy flows from heav'n, 

Oh, what joy and happiness I 
Love I much? — IVe much forgiv'n — 
I m a miracle of grace. 

3. Once, with Adam's race in ruin, 

Unconcem'd in sin I lay ; 
Swift destruction still pursuing, 
Till my Saviour pajssM that way. 

4. Witness, all ye hosts o£ heav'n. 

My Redeemer's tenderness ! 
Love I much ? — Vvt much forgiv'n — 
I'm a miracle of grace. 

5. Shout, ye lH4ght angelic choir ; 

Praise the Lamb enthron'd abo 'e ; 
While astonifih'd, I admire 

God's free grace and boundless love. 

6. That blest moment I receiv'd him, 

Fill'd my soul with joy and peace ; 
Love 1 much ? — ^IVe much forgiv'n — 
Vm a miracle of grace. 
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